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BENEFIT 
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P$SAL. 119, 71. 


It is good for me that T hane been affii- 
fed, that I may learne thy ſtatutes, 


it be Jlawfull to 
make compariſons 
betweene one part 
of the holy Scrip- 
ture and another, 
which 1s all moft 


L 


A 3 Scripture 


Pſa: 19 129. 
2 I im: 2.364 
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2 Sam: 23-1, Scripture hath tiled, The ſweet ſinger 


of Iſracl. Who as he had a good fa- 
cultie in the Arr of divine Poetry,and a 
great dexteritie in penning of Pſalms, 
to the glory of God, and the edificati- 
on of his Church: ſo it is eudent,that 
he ſhewed the excellencie of his skill 
in compoling this P/al/me: being 
thereunto occalioned and excited by 
the great afilifttons, that were vpon 
him. For the P/alme ſeemeth to haue 
bin penned in the time of his exile & 
baniſhment, whereby he laboureth to 
confirme his faith, by many comforta- 
ble meditations of the word of God. 
The matter of the P/alme contayneth 
many inſtructions and prayers,all ten- 
ding to dire& vs-in the way of godli- 
nelle. The gencrall propoſition of it 
1s this, that they that are truely godly, 
are trucly blefled, and that they are 
cruely godly, thatarc acquainted with 
the word of God, and are carefull to 
frame their liues according to the dis 
rc&tions and rules thereof, 

And thereforche laboureth by ma- 
ny arguments throughout the whole 
P/alzae,and eſpecially by his owne ex- 

ample 


- 6% Bk. 2. 
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"ample to ſtirre vp-all the children of 
' God, both to the continuall medita- 


tion, and due pra&tiſe of the word. 
The Palme, as it is the longeſt of 
all thereſt,being diuided into twoand 
twentie ſeuerall parts : fo it 1s more 
curiouſly and more artificially penned 
chan any of the reſt. Fort firſt; all the 
parts and diuiſions of it are of equall 
length, each of them conlifting of 
eight verſes. Againe,cuery diuiſton,in 
the originall, beginneth with an He- 
brew letter according to the Alphabet, 
and cuery verſe ui that diuifion begiti- 
neth with the ſame lecter. And laſt of 
all;chere 1s not any verſe in the whole 


Pſalme; bitt- one , which maketh noe verl. it22. 


ſome mention of the word of God,and 
hath nor ſome title or other, ro ſer 
out and commend the excellencie of 
it. As 1t 1s called the Law, the Tefts- 


. monies, the Wayes, the Precepts, the 


Statutes , the Commanndements , the 
T4dgements, the promiſe, the trath, the 
ordinazces, the name of God, &c. Now 
the reaſons,why the Propher is ſo ex- 
quilite 1n framirig of this P/alme, 1s 
ro commend the excellencie of rhe 
. A 4 matter 


yetl, 65. 


yerſl, 66, 
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matter contained in it, that ſo we may 
be ftirred vp to regard it, with greater 
attention. For where the FE 1s Cl- 
rious in ſpeaking, there ſhould we be ' 
moſt diligent in hearing and learning. 
As alſo it was no {mall helpe to the 
memorie:for being written 1n the He- 
brew tongue, it was to the Iewes in 
ſeed of an holy Alphabet, which they 
might learne as our childres doe the 
eA.B.C. 

Now concerning this ninth part of 
the P/alme, wherein this verſe that I 
haue read 1s contained, the Prophet 
hauing firſt thankfully 0b m ged 
Gods mercy 1n dealing gratiouſly with 
him, he makcth his petition to be fur- 
cher taught & inſtructed in the know- 
ledge of Gods will. Which perition he 
vrgeth and inforceth with diuers rea- 
ſons. Firſt, becauſe he had belcened 


Gods Commandement 1n the end of 


that verſe. A ſecond reaſon 4s taken 


from his former vatowardnelle and 
vntratablencile, that he had beene 
like an varuly beaſt, chat would not 
keep the way without beating, Where 
by the way, he ſheweth the benefit 
that 


The benefit of Afition. 
'that the children of God doe receiue 
by the croſle. Namely, that it ſubdu- 
eth the vatamedneſle of their nature, 
and maketh them liue in better order. 
After this he repeateth his former ac- yerr, 68. 
knowledgement of Gods goodnelle, 
and renueth his petition to be taught, 
backing it with another reaſon in the 
two next verſes. And in this verſe, he 
repeateth that, which he ſaid before 
concerning afflition,though in other 
words. It i good for me that 1 haue 
> ||. Geene affiifled, that 1 may learne th 
ſtatutes, Wherein we are to Pare 
der, firſt, the perſon that was afflited, 
and that is Daxid himſelte. It is good 
for me, that I bane beene affiifled. Se- 
condly, the fruit which he found in 
his affliction, which 1s propounded 
firſt generally, 7# i good for me, &c. 
And then by a particular effe&, which 
was vyrought 1n hum thereby, That 7 
| may learne thy ſtatutes. And thus we 
| ſee the coherence that theſe words 
| Haue with the former, togither with 
the ſumme and reſolution of them. 
Let vs now come to the ſeuerall inſtru- 
| Eons contained in them. I 
X ane 4 


Pfal: 34-15. 


Pſal: 80. 5, 


Pſal: 89. 30, 
3135233» 


Prov: 24.16. 


Iam; 1.2, 


+ fall into dicers tentations.or afflitioins. 
do) by þ ATE frhe Propher D avid imſelf 


1 
O 


The benefit of Affliction, 


Tt is good for me.) In the example of 


Daxid, we learne, that cuen the god- ' 


ly themſelues are ſubie& ro many af 
flictions. The deareſt of Gods chil- 
dren may , and oftentimes doe ſuffer 
afflition with varietie , extremirie, 
and continuance. azy (faith Darid, 
or great) are the troubles of the _— 
0145, Yea, God doth many times feede 
his owne children with the bread of 
teares, and gineth them teares to drinks 
in great meaſure. And he threatneth 
euen thoſe, with whom he harh made 
a ſure couenant, and from whom he 
will neuer take his mercy and louin 

kindnetle, that If they forſake his law, 
and walke nat in his indgements : If they 
breake his ſtatutes , and keepe not his 
commannaements, hee will viſit their 


tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their ini- . 


quitte with ſtrokes,” And to this pur- 
poſe is that ſaying of Solomon, that 
euen 4 #ſt man falleth ſeuen times, that 
is,is afflicted oft and many times, And 
the Apoſtle ames exhorteth the faith- 


full, to count it exceeding toy, when they 


o& 
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3s a moſt pregnant example. He was 4 
, wmanthat God had ſet vp on high,the An- 
nointed of the God of 1acob. Yea, by the 
Lords owne teſtimonie, he was 4 m4 ; Sam: 13.14. 
after his owne heart : and yet he afhr- 
ancth of himſelfe, that daily he had bin 
puniſnea, and chaſtened enery morning. Pal: 73.14. 
Euery day that went ouer his head, 
brought with it ſome affliion or 0- 
ther. He was perſecuted by Sax/, who 
purſued him from place to place,as ove x Sam: 26.20. 
would hunt a Partridge in the monn- 
taines.He was falſely accuſed by Doeg, & 2. 9. 
thar curſed Edoxnite, berrayed and dr(- 
couered by the falſe-hearted Ziphimss. & 23. 19, 20. 
He was diſcomforted and derided by 
his wife that lay in his boſom. He had 
many heart-breakings with his chil-* 
dren. Ziklag, the towne which Achiſh 1 Same 39.133 « 
King of Gath had giuen him for his 
habitation, was ſacked & burnt by the 
Amalekites, & his wiues that were the 
comfort of his hfe, were taken priſo- 
ners, Yea, 1t may appeare to all that 

ſhall read his ſtorie in both the Bookes 
of Samet, that, as if he had bin a man 
* borne to miſerie, he ſcarce had one 


good day in all his life, 


£ 


2 SAM:2.3.k+ 


2 Sam: 6. 20» 


Neither 


Rom: 9, 13. 


Gen: 31, 41- 


Tob: r, 8. 
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Neither was this the caſe of Dauid 
alone, bur cuen all the children of God 
mentioned in the Scripture , haue alſo 
beene partakers ofthe ſame condition. 
Jacob that holy Patriarke , on whom 
God had..ſet his loue before he was 
borne, was many waies afflicted in the 
greateſt parr of his life. He was hated 
of his brother,and for fteare of his fury, 
forced to leaue his owne country and 
his fathers houſe, and to liue as a ſer- 
uantin a ſtrange land for the ſpace of 
twenty yeares. He was vexed with the 
vnakindnelle of his churliſh Vncle,who 
notwithſtanding his faichtull ſervice, 
changed his wages ten times, He was 
vpbraidedand fndcred by his Co- 
ſins,the ſonnes of Labar. He was grie- 
ved with the peeuiſh behauiour of his 
wiues, and much diſcomforted by his 
children, 7ob likewiſe, though a godly 
man, one of whom the Lord himſfelte 
teſtified , that he was an vpright and a 
inſt man,one that feared Godjand eſchew- 
ed euill; Yet his lite for a long time, 
was euen a Mappe of miſery. It was no 
ſmall afliQtion to looſe ſuch a deale of 
ſubſtance all in a day, to have his chil- 
dren 


w_— * FEY ww 


from him as he took it from Sant: though 
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dren ſo pittifully diſmembred, to have +» 


' his wife and his frieds that ſhould haue 


allwaged his ſorrow , to-play themſc- 

rable comforters, and to adde afflition Tob: 16,2,and 
unto his miſery , and which was worſt & 4+ 

of all,to haue the terrowrs of God to fight 

againſt him, Salomon alſo,of whom the 

Lord ſaid before euer he was borne; 

He ſhall be my ſonne, and [ will be his Fa- x Chu: 22, 10, 
ther, and concerning whom he promi- 
ſed, that his mercy ſhould wener depart 
he enioyed great proſperity for niany 

yeeres : yet when he turned his heart 


from the Lord God of Iſrael and kept mor , King- il, 99 


that which he had commanded him, the x0. 
Lord raiſed him up aduerfarics one af- 
ter another, which moleſted him with 
warres all che dayes of his life. As firſt 
Hadad, then-Rezoz , and after him Tc-4 King: 11,14, 
roboam , and whenhe was dead, ten 2326: 
tribes ofthe kingdome were rent away _ 
from his fonne. And Hezehiah a man 2 M0: 18,5,5+ 
fo vpright um the ſight of the Lord, as af- 
ter him there was none like hint among all 
the Kings of Tudah,neither were there a- 
ny ſuch before him ; was notwithſtand- 
ing exerciſed with gricuous and con- 
_ = - * tinuall 


1D 


Verl. I], 14s 
is 5 16, 


17» 
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tinuall affli tions. Firſt of al Saxecherih 
king of Aſſyr1a came vp againſt all the 


ſtrong cities of Tndah, and took them:and 


hee to make his peace, was conſtrained 
to giue him three hnndreth talents of ſil- 
wer, thirtie talents of gold. For railing 
of which ſumme,he was forced to take 
all the iluer , that was found in the 
houſe of the Lord, & in the treaſures of 
the kings houſe , yea, he pulled oft the 
plates of the doore of the temple, and 
the pillars which himſelfe had couered 
ouer,and gaue them to the making up 
of the tribute, And yet notwithſtand- 
ing all this , Sazecherib preſently after 
ſenta great army againſt Teruſalem to 


and 19,10,I1. deftroy it,and cauſed Rabpakeh with a 


and 2©, 1. 


blacke mouth, to the breaking of c- 
zekiahs heart, to blaſpheme the name 
ofthe liuing God: Andhe was no ſoo- 
ner by Gods mercy deliuered out of 
this danger,but ſtraightway he was vi- 
{ited with a fore lickneile( and as ſome 
thinke with the plague) which 1n all 


- Luk:16,20,21 appearance was vnto death. So Laza- 


32 72,at whoſe death the Angels of heaue 


were imploycd to carry his ſoule into 
Abrahams boſome , was in his lite 
| c1mc 


— 


. firclled,& vonpittied, In a word, theſe 
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time poore,impotent, harbourleſle, di- 


famous worthres of the world, that the 
Apeſtle ſpeaketh off , of whom the world Heb:11.36, 
was not worthy were tryed, ſome by mock- 37.3% 
ings and ſcourgings, ſome by bonas & im- 
priſoument. They were $toned , they were 

hewen aſunder , they were tempted , they 

were ſlain by the ſ#ord, they wandered vp F. 
and downe in ſheeps ſkins and goates ſkins, | 
being deſtitute | afflifFed & tormented. 

Andas this is true in the generall, chat 
Gods children are ſubie& to many & 

great afflictions:ſo it is truealſo in the 
particular,that-there is not any ſeuerall 

kind of calamitie , but it may befall a 

godly man. There can beno greater 

griefc to godly parents, the to be trou- 

bled with wicked & graceles children: 

and yer the ſcripture hath many cx- 

amples, of the holieft men thar cuer 

lined, that .havie beene afflied that 

Way... Noah was a inſt and vpright Gen: 6.9and 
mann his time , and walked with God: 9 ***v 

yet had hea wretched (am, that ſcot- 

fed' at the infirmities of his father, 
\ and. therefore was curſed, both him- | A 
{clfe,and his poſteritie. eAbraham that | | 

WAS ſn 


Rom 4- 11. 
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was the Father of all them that beleene, 


Gen: 21.9, 

bondwoman,who by mocks and taunts 
Gal: 4.29. perſecuted Iſaack the ſonne of the promiſe. 
Heb-12.16- Holy 1ſaack had a profane Eſau as the 


Apoſtle calleth him,who of ſet purpoſe 
Gen: 6,34. to diſpleaſe his father tooke him wives 
35and 27,46, of oe nations, as bad as himſelfe, 
and 28,39. who by their diſobedience and rebel 
lion, were 4 griefe of minde to his Pa- 
rents, & made his mother weary of her 
life, Good Tacob was troubled with S7- 
meon and Leni brethrenin evill, whom 


Gen: 24,20. X : 
en: 34279: heir wrath & ſelfemill, committed ſuch ” 


and 49,5 6, , : 
mY bloody outrage vpon the Sichemmes, 


25 cauſed their father to bee abhorred a- 
mong the inhabitants of the Land. Eli the 


x Sam: 2, 12, 


17,22. were wicked and knew not the Lord,who 


behaned themſclues ſovilely in their 
places, /ying with the women that aſſem- 
bled at the ; Tata of the Tabernacle of the 
congregation, that men abhorred the of- 
fering of the Lord, Faithfull $ amnel,the 
Lords Prophet , as he is called by the 
holy Ghoſt, had ſonnes that walked 


"and 3, 20, 


and, 2, 
Incre, and tooke rewards and pernerted 


indgement 


had a wicked 1ſmael, the ſome of the , 


Prieſtagood man , had ſonnes that | 


* - I WON 


wot in his wayes , bat turned aſide after ? 


[þa 
th 
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indgement: And Danid of whom we 

* 7 haueheardſuch lngh commendation 
before, had as much heartbreake by 

his childre, as ever paore father could 
haue.Firſt, A» molt beaſtly rauiſhed 

and defloured Tamar his owne lifter. 
Afcerward A#sſalom,to retengethat vil , g,,,. i. 
lany , 1nuited him to a feaſt at his 24. 28, 
Sheepeſhering,and cauſed his ſeruants 
ereacherouſly to kill him. And in the 

end hee rebelled again his father, 


driue him out ofthis kingdome, & hag cap: 15.16.17. 
; , Not God prevented him , would: have 283: 
"W taken the Crowne from his head. Ir 1s 
, ho ſmall miſerie, to be expoſed to o- 
4- pen contepr & reproach in the world, 


1E to be deſprſed and madethe laughing- 
at (T ftockeotbaſe people. And yet this was 
ho Tobs cale, & that in as high a degree as 
c1r poſitble could be. For fa he complai- Tob : zr. r. 
204- neth;that euen they whoſe fathers he xc- 

the fuſed to [et with the dogs of his flacke, 

e of- mocked him & inſulted oucr him. Yea, *®: 

'the | thechildrenof villaines , & {uch as were 
the more wile the the earth,made him their 
itked | ſong and -their talke. Yea they did not 
after? ſpare to ſpit im his face. Neither was 
erted || this indignity offered him by Naggerd 
| onely 


* —— 


———_———— 
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onely, but he was deſpiſed alſo in his 
and 19,15, owne family. They that awelt in his © 
| houſe ( asche ſaith ) and his maides tooke 
16, him for a ſtranger. He called his ſeruant, 
but he would not anſwere,thongh he prai- | 
I7s ed him with his mouth, Yea, his breath | 
was ſtrange to his wife, though he prayed 
| her for the childrens ſake of his owne bo+ 
dy. Hee that ſhall conſider the great 
| authority, that Job was in before the 
| Lord humbled him, as hee ſaith, how 
men ofall ſorts eſteemed and reueren- 
ced him, may calily thinke, whata , | , 
griefc it was to his heart, to bee now 
made a laughing ſtocke to fooles. And 
Dauid , had his part likewiſe in the 
Pſa: 35.1516, ſame crolle. For the abietts aſſembled 
themſelues againſt him, in time of his 
aduerlity , they tare himand ceaſed not. 
The ſcoffers at 46-26 gnaſhed their teeth 
againſt him.” Yea , hebecame aprouers 
and a by-word vnto them, and the very 
drunkards made ſongs of hims. 

It is a grieuous thing to bee 1mpriſo- 
and 107, 10, ned, to /ye in darkneſſe inthe ſhadow of 
death , faff bound in miſery and yron, 
as Dauid faith. And yet many of 
Gods deareſt children haue bintryed 


and 


and 69.11, 13 
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and afflicted therwith. Toſeph, a good 


' man, & one that was alwaies carefull 


not to (in againſt God, by the falſe ac- 

cuſfation of his Miſtreſſe was pur in pri- Gen: 39. 19, 

ſon; where hee lay diuerſe yecres; 20 

ſo as his feete Wits hurt in the ſtockes pg. 

and the yron entred into his ſoule. 

Teremiah,'a man that was (anfifred by I: 156 

the Lord before hee came out of the 

wombe , andordeined to be a Prophet; 

was often brought into this affliction, 

Firſt, Paſonr the Prieſt ſmote him, and and 20, 1,2; 

put himin the Fockes that were in the 

gate of Bemamin, After this, he&was and; 2. 

ſhut wp #n, the court of the priſon, that 

was in the King of TIndahs honſe. As 

gaine , the princes ſmote him, andlaide 

him in priſon in the houſe of Tehonathai andz7,15,16, 

the ſeribe' , where hee remained in the 

dungeon a long time. And laſt of all, $9: 

they tooke him & caſt hins into the d#n- and eheets 
eox that was in the conrt of thepriſon, 

and let him downe with cordes, where 

there was no water but mire : ſo that he 

ſtacke faFt inthe mire. So likewiſe 1/7i- 


[05.18, 


, chaiah a faichfull Prophet, by che com- 


mandemenr of efhab ; was put into 
the priſon houſe, where he wasfed with x Kin,n2,37- 
2 the 


0+. irs. ee 
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the bread of affliction , and with water of 
afflittion, And the Apoſtle Peter was: * 

AQ. 12,4,6,7. caught. vp by Herod, and put inpriſon, 

& delinered to foure quiaternmons of ſoldi- 
ers tobe kept,wherehe was hbonnd with | 
twochaines,not his feer onely ; but his } 
hands alſo.And the Apoſtle Panl & St- 
and 16.23-24- [25 were deliuered to a cruell Taylor; 
who caſt them into the bottom, or dfige- 
on of the priſon,and raade faſt their feete 
inthe ſtocks. And thus' were many of 
Gods blefſed Martyrs vſed inthe time 
of Popery. Who werenot only put'in » 
priſs,butrhey were kept in the ſtocks 
both hands and feete,ſo long, as ſome 
af them dyed as they fare. 

Shipwrack 1s a fearefull thing and a 
heauy affliction : yet the eApoſtle Paul 
ſuffered it thrice, as heſaith himſelfe. 
The i£nangeliſt $, Lake recordethone 
of them at Jarge. Namely, that they 
AR.r7.18, 1g WErefo ſed with anexceeding tempeſt, In 
20. {o much as they were enforced to /igh- 

ten the ſhip, by caſting the goods into 
the ſea,yeawith their owne hands to caſt 
out the tackling of the ſap. ... Yea, the 4 vl 
rempeſtrhar lay vpon them was ofthar | 
continuance , that neither ſunne nor | 
ſtarres 


2 Cor: 11.25» 


y hope that they ſhould be ſaved was taben 


they madea'couenant togerher, And 
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Frarresfor many idayes appeared * and all 


away: And in'theend,rthe forepart of the 
{hip ftacke faſt in a narrow place of the ſea 41. 43 44+ 
and could not bemened, and the hinder 
part 'was. broken with the. violence 
of rhe waues., And the men that were 
in-her, conſtrained ſo many as could 
ſwmime ; to'caſtthemſelues into the 
[ca,-and ſo goe outto land, and the 
reſt ; ſome vpon bords, and fome on 
preces of the'{tip, rocſcapeand ſaue 
theaiſelues. He that had ftood on the 
ſhore at: char xmne, no doubt ſhould 
haue ſeene a fearetull and/lamentable 
ſpectacle : but hee that had. beene a 
partiein it himſelte, would haue found 
iran vnſpeakable danger. x 
It is a great heauinelle for a man to 
looſea louing' friend, which was to 
him'as his owne ſoule , as Moſes ſaith. 
Andi yet-this was Dazias caſe in the 
death of Tonathan, whoſe ſoule was k; it 
to the ſoule of Danuid , and they loucd * 
oneanother as their owne ſoules, and 


Devt: 13. 6. 


Sam : 18... 
b. 3 


how hee tookeir: to hearr-, ' 'may ap- 
peare by that dolefull lamencation, 
B 3 that 


18 The benefit of Affliction. 
that he maketh for him when he heard 
AIG 6 for thee, my brother Jonathan : very kind 
haſt thou beene ta me : thy loue to me was 
wonder full,paſſmg the lone of. women. 
 Thelofleof children by. any means 
whatſoeuer, is a grear/griefe to kinde 
and louing parents, who /haue borne 
them with great paine and trauell,;and 
brought them vþ wich much carc and 
coſt.But to be depriued of them by vn- 
timely, violent, and feartull death, 1s a 
riefe that cannot be expretled. None 
Eowedl rhegreatnelle of it, but they 
that haue felr ir. And yet this hath:-be- 
fallen euen the deareſt of Gods chil- 
dren. Aaron, whomthe Scripture cal- 
Pſa: 106.16. Jerh the Saint of the Lord, had his two 
ſons, Nadab & Abiha fearfully deſtroy- 
L2uit: 10,2. ed both in a momet with hire fro hea- 
. uen.Ehagood man , hadlikewiſehis 
2 S3m:4I1- two ſons Hophni & Phinehas flaine in 
battell both on a day. 1b alſo, whoſe 
Tob: 1, 2,19. godlines we haue heard before, had all 
bis children,/ſexen ſon; & three dangh- 


ters, pittifully (laine and.chruſhtin pie- | 


ces with the fall of an houſe. But: the 


greateſt griefe of all is, when a mans ** |. 


childe 


thetydings of his death z Woe is me ' 


"4 
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The benefit of Affliction. 
childe is taken away in ſome lin, o as, 
beſides the death of the body, he hath 
uſt cauſe ro feare the. death of the 
ſoule, And yet this was;good Dazids 
caſc,in the lolle of his Ab/alom, which 
made him breake forth into ſuch paſ- 


{ionate mourning as he did. O myſonne 2 Sam, 18,23, 


Abſalom, my ſonne , my ſoune «Abſalom, 
world God Thad died for thee, O Abſu- 


lom my ſonne, my ſonne. 


It is a great griefe for a man to bce pro, 


depriued of the wife of bis your which 


many yeeres hath beenevnto him as 
the loumg hinde and pleaſant Roe, 
whoſe loue he hath ſo long delighted, 


and which was the pleaſure and deſire Exech- 24-16. 


of his eyes. And yet this befell thoſe 
two lioly Patriarkes Abraham and 1a- 
cob, Abraham was depriucd of his dea- 


reſt Sara,and 1acob of Rabel, whom Gen: 23. 2+ 


heſo much afte&ted, _ 
There cannot be a greater affliction 
toa poore woman , then.to looſe a 
kind and louing husband , which was 
the waile of her etes10 all places. But Gen 


with the lotle of an husband, to be be- 


B 4 expoſed 


pu 


hath long {yen i» his boſome , which for nae.13,6. 


in Prou. 5,19. 


5,18. 


35 » 13» 


* 20, 16. 
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Ruth 1. 3, 
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2 King: 4-I» 
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expoſed to extreme pouerrie, is ſuch a 
crolle as can hardly be imagined. And 
ct we haue examples euen of this 
kinde 'alfo, 'Poore Naomi, was depri- 
ued of, hep husband im-a'ftrange coun- 
trey, where ſhee had tew-friends, and 
ſmall meanes , and her:two fonnes, 
which-had taken them wiues there, 1n 
the land of /foab, died: allo, fo that 
ſhe was left alone and deſtitute of ſuc- 
cour? And how much ſhe was atteted 
with this. calamicie, may 'appeare by 
her ſpeeches, when ſhee' rerurned: a- 
gaine into-her owne countrey. Call me 
:ot Naomi faith ſhe (thatis, beautifull) 
but call ms Hara(thatis, bitter) for the 
Almightis bath geuen me much bitter- 
ne ſſe. I went. ont (1, andthe Lord hath 
brought me home "apaine omptir-: why 
then call yee ine Naomi, ſeemg the Lord 
hath humbled. me , and the Almightie 
hath brought me into adatrſitie, Solike- 
wife che Prophets wife that dyed in 
the land: of 1/rael, befides the lotfeof 
ker husband, was lefe in prear debt, 


and having nothing to'pay, the merci- . 


lefle creditor came ts take her two ſors 
to be bis bondtpetsd © 0 Pp 


} 


————— MO 
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It is an viieotmforaÞle ching to dye 

in child-bitth:-and yetit-was the caſe 
of Rachel, Idcobs wite, who'dyed'in the Gen: 35.17, 8 
patnes of hey labour : & of Eles daugh- 
ter in law, who: hearing that the Arke 
of Gad was taker,and her hisband and 
father in law were dead,bowed her ſelfe 
and tranelled; und in her tranel dyed. 

Tris fearefu}} to dye violentdeath, 


I Sam! 4. 19, 
20, 


and yectitis a thing that hachhapned 


even vnto thoſe that were deere 'vnto 
God. El (of whom wehave heard be- 
fore)-when'he'heard metition of the 
loffe of Gods Arke,beingheaiy 8& vn- 
weildie with ape, fell batkward fron 
his ſeat and bis yecke was broken, and fo 
he dyed. The Propherof the Lord, . 
that was ſent to cry againſt the Altar, ' ED NID 
which Teroboam had made at Bethel, 
becauſe. he kept not the commande- 
ment which the Lord commanded 
him, 4 Lyon mpt him by the'way & flew 
hins, and his cathafe was caſt in the way. 
And good: Tofiah,, who is fo highly 2 King:2 3.29. 
commended: for his' godlinefle, was 
notwithſtanding flaine in the warres 

by Pharaoh Necho, Kitig' of Egypt. 

Nay, a man may be ſofar left to him- 

ones ak, ſclte, 


1 Sam: 4. 18, 


Rom: 8.35. 


The benefit of Affliction, 
ſelfe, as he. may commit ſuch a ſinne, 
whereby he may deſerueto be cut off 
by the ſword of the Magiſtrate, & yer 
{ill be the child of God. As the ſinnes 
that Daxid comurted, by the expretle 
law of God were to be puniſhed with 
death, if there had bin any Magiſtrate 
aboue him that had had power to 1n- 
flict it. By all cheſe particular inſtances, 
and many more that might be produ- 
ced,it may appeare, that there 15 not 
any kind of attliction or calamitie, bur 
the children of God may be ſubie& 
vnto it ; according to that enumerati- 
on, which the Apoſtle maketh, when 
he faith, Who ſrall ſeparate vs from the 
lone of (brit? ſhall tribulation or an- 
guiſh,or perſecution, or famine,or nakgd- 
ne ſſe,or perill,or ſword? &c.A man may 
be ſubjeR to all theſe miſeries, and yer 
not be depriued of the love of Chriſt. 

But beſides all theſe outward affli- 
ftions,the children of Ged may be, & 
oftentimes are ſubje& to inward feare 
and horror of conſcience,which-as Sa- 
lomon ſaith, is the moſt intolerable tor- 
ment that can be indured..The ſpirit of 


Proy: 18, 14. # #42 will ſuſtaine his infarnitie © but a 


wornded 
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wounded ſpirit who can beare ? Tob wat 
not onely afflited in his body & out- 
ward eſtate;bur alſo troubled & woun- 
ded in his conſcience,with the fearfull 
apprehenſion of Gods wrath. And | 
therefore he complaineth, that the ar-19Þ 64. 
rowes of the Almightie were in him, the 
venime or poyſon whereof did drinke vp 
bis ſpurit, the terrors of God aid fight, 
or ſet themſelues in array again#t Lime 
And Danid cryeth out, My God, my Plal: 22.1, 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me, and art 
ſo farre from my health , ' and from the 
words of my roaring? Andinanother & 323» 4+ 
place, he ſaith, When I held my tongue, 
bones conſumed when I roared all the 

ay long. For thy hand was heauie vp- 
on me day and. night , and my moyſture 
i turned into the drought of ſummer, 
And in another place, hemakerh ſuch 
a lamentable complaint, as if he had 
beene brought to the very pit of de- 
ſperation, Thwe arrowes, faith hee, &38.2,3,4,59 
ſticks faſt in we , and thy hand preſſeth 6,78. 
me ſore,” There us nothing ſound in my 
fleſh, becauſe. of thine anger : neither is 
there any reſt in my bones, by reaſon of 
wy ſue, For mine iniquities are gone 
ouer 


Fſal: 130 1, 


Ifa:38.13,14. 
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ouer mine head, and as amightie burden 
they are tao heawte for me. My wounds 
ſtinke,and are corrupt becauſe of my foo- 
liſhneſſe. I dm bowed and crooked very 
fore : I gve mourning all the day, For my 


+ repnes are full of burning,and there ts no» 


thing ſound. in my fleſh. 1 am weakned, 
and fore broken: I roare. for the ery 
griefe of my/heart,&c. And againe,Out 
of the deepe places hawe'T called wnto 
thee, O Lord : agi6 he had bin euen 1n 
the bottome of hell.-In-a word, Heze+ 
kiab that good King complaineth,that 
belides..the lieknelle which God laid 
vpon his-body,thar brought hun cuen 
to deaths dorc,the Lord had broken all * 
his bones lihg a Lyon, and frem day to 
night he made.an epd of. him;zand that he 
chattered like a ({rane or. Swallow , and 
mourned as a;Daue. By this weſce,that 
euen the children of God! doe many 
times wraſtle with deſperation 1t ſe]te: 


_ and the-Lord doth 1o: lang hide his 


face fromthem, as cheyſeeme vtterly 
to. be forſaken, and begin'to.thinke, 
that his mercy 15 cleane. gone' for ener, as 
Danid fairh,and that he will be faron- 
rable na more, And- therefore ,. the 


Church * 


The benefit of Affilttion. 
Church of God is compared to « Lillie 
among thornes z to giue vs to vnder- 
ſtand; that though it be very louely 
and beautifullin che fight of God : yer 
x 15 ſubie& to many-muſeries, and ac- 
combred-with many moleſtations. 
But here4t may be ſome willobie&, 
i the caſe be:ſo that the children of 
God be ſubje& to ſo many and great 
afflictions,then it ſeemerh, that exther 
their {ins are not fully forgiuen them 
orelſc,that God is notiuſtin infliting 
ſuch puniſhments'vpon them. To this 


Tanſwer,thar firſt, fortheſins of Gods pg. 01... 
children, they are all abſolucely forgi- Cot: «.x;. 
uen. The bloxed of ( briſt,as the Apoſtle 1 Iob:s. 7. 


ſaith,doth clenſe vs from all ſin, So that 


though they be as ſcarlet, yer the Lord 1a; 1. 8. 


makerh them as white as ſnow ; and tho 


they be red Hike crimſon, he maketh '& 44 22. 


them 4s wooll. Yea,the Lord putteth a- 


way our trauſorefſiens like a cloud, and Mick: 7.19. 


our finnes like a miſt , he (ubdnueth our 
iniquities, and caſteth them into the bot- 
tome of the Sea : ſoas they ſhall neuer 
riſe vp in judgement againſt vs to ac- 
cuſe or condemne vs;Againe,the Lord 


1$ righteous in all his Wayes, and holy m Pal: 145.17» + 


all 
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Gen: 18.25. 


1 Pet: 2. 24. 


Now hy puni- 


tur in iden, 


| Toh: 9.2, 3. 


The Benefit of 4ffittion: 
all his workes : and being Tudge of all 
the world; as Abraham 1aid , he muſt 
needs doe right, And foraſmuch as out 
Saujour Chrift hath ſatisfied Gods ju- 
ſtice for our fins, & hath borne them ihe 
his bodie onthe croſſe:& ſeeing the Lord 
hauing puniſhed them once 1n Chriſt, 
cannot juſtly puniſh them again in us : 
cherfore,it muſt needs follow,that the 
miſeries, whereunto the childreh of 
God are ſubject, are not puniſhments 
of their ſins, but the Lord hath other 
ends for w*Þ he affliteth them. Now 
the ends are many, but for order ſake, . 
we will referre them to three heads; 
Some of them are in reſpe& of Godz 
ſomein reſpe& of vs;& ſome 1n reſpett 
of others. The end that God aimeth at 
in reſpe& of himſelfe;is twofold: Firſt; 
thereby to manifeſt and ſer forth his 
owneglory.As our Sawour ſaid cScer- 
ning the man that was borne blinde, 
that that affli&tion was laid vpon him, 
neither for his own ſins,nor tor his fa- 
thers ſinines; bt that the workes of God 
might be ſhewed on him. And indeed no 
ſmall glory redoundeth vnto God by , 
the aflidions of his children. As the 
power 
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power of God is' more magnified and 


' {' declared in' aduerlitie , -than euer it 


could be in proſperitie.For that which 
the Lord ſaid to the Apoſtle Pax con- 
cerning inward tentations, 1s true alſo 
of outward aftligti os, My power is made 
perfit through weakyes.For when weare 
in proſperitie, & ſceno cull, we ſeem 
not to ſtand in neede of Gods help. 
But when God deliuereth vs out of 
trouble, then is his power manifeſted, 
and then we haue occaſion offered to 


; glorific him.As itis faid inthe Palme: 
( all ypon me it the day of trouble,and IT yy. 


wil deliner theey& thou ſhalt glorifie me. 
Yea, though the Lord for cauſes beſt 
known to himſelfe, do not deliuer his 
children our of their miſeries and tri- 
bulations : yer this is no ſmall matter 
of glory vnto him, that inthe midſt of 
them,he miniſtreth cofort vnto them, 
and maketh rhem cheertfull, & cauſerh 
them to retogce with ioy unſpeakable and 
glorious, Secondly,to declarehis anger 
& indignatio againſtſin,that when the 
wicked ſhal ſee that Gods deereſt chil 
dren,if they take libertie to ſin,do not 
eſcape the rod, they may know whar 


them- 


by 


2 Cor: 12.9, 


50. I5+ 


2 Cor:1.4. 


i Per: 1'$, 


+ 
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themſelucs 'are to::looke for at -his 
hands, according tothat ſpeeth of the 

1 Pet: 4.17. Apoltle Peter ; if indgement firſt begin 
at the houſe of G of, what ſhall be the end 
ef them that obey not the Goſpel of God # 

The ends that God aymethat in re- 
ſpe of vs,arediuers; Firft;to correct 
and chaſten vs for out faults: Asthe 

x Cor: 11. 32, Apoſtle ſaith, When we are iuaged,we 
are ichaſtened of the Lord. As afathet 
that hath care of his:chalde, if he ſee 
himrake cuill courſes;will corre&him 
to bring him to amendmenr':-foour 
moſt mercifull farher will not ſufferhis 

Heb: 12.6, Children to continue in fin; but vieth 

{ cortettions to reclaimethem.;Second- 
"ly, cory and exerciſe the graces that 
areinthem, and to make them more 
conſpicuous. Not as though the Lord 
were 1gnorant of them. For he that 
made them,. muſt nceds know whar 1s 
in them.And therefore,itis faid of our 

Tbh:5-24,25. Sauiour Chriſt, that howſocuer many 
profelled to belcege i in him; yet he did 
wot commit himſelfe unto them, becauſe 
he knew them: all,and had no neede that - 
any man ſhould teſtifie of manyfor he knew 
what was in man. Bur he doth ir, rhar 

men 


/ 


 *Y 3% Wo. i. i tro iv A. 
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men may know themſelves, and that 


; it may appeare. ynto others, what ex- 


cellent things God hath wrought in 
them. Thus fayd Job of his attliti- 
ons, hee knew they were no puniſh- 
ments of his lins, as his friends would 
haue perſwaded him, bur eryals of his 


faith and patience, Hee knoweth my to 


way,Aaith he, and tryeth me, and 1 ſhall 


come forth like the gold. And the Apo-1 Per.1.6,5; 


Me Peter ſaith, that the children of 


"God arc in heawmeſſe, through manifold 


tentations, that the. tryall their faith, 
being much mare precious than gold that 
periſheth, might be found to thear prasſe; 
and honour, and glory, at the appearing 
of Jeſus (rift. God will not ſuffer the 
graces of his children to lye idle, and 
to ruſt in chem, hut by aflitions wall 
exerciſe them,and bring them to light; 


As Saint Auguſtine ſaith well. /* Ali © De Ciw,Del 
&ion is not a puniſhment of fin, but a lb.z.c4p-3- 


__ of our vercue, And firſt; the faith 
f Gods children is hereby rrycd and 


manifeſted; When aman is in no dan- 


ue miſery, it is an eaſte matterfor 
in{to belecue ; but when he gronerh 
vnder the burden of affliction, and 

C feemeth 


39 
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Pſal: 22: 1, 
Iob: 13.15. 


«De dinina 
prouidenta, 


 hauchis health, 
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ſeemeth euen to be quite forſaken of 
the Lord, the by thepower of his faith 
to cry with Danid, My God, my Gady& 
with 1ob,though he (lay mee , yet will I 
truſt in him, 1s a matter of great dith- 
cultie. Againe,their Chriſtian courage 
appearcth.We thinke,we are ſtrong c- 
nough;til we be put to che triall.(a)As 
many vaine cowards in- the middeſt of 
their cups,wil make great boaſtof their 
valor ; but when they come+ into the 
field,they darenorlooketheenemie in 
the face. Seneca an heathen man, that 
neuer knew, what the valor of a tric 
( briftian meant, could yet ſay of moral 
fortitude(a) that it withereth & bec6- 
meth feeble if it havenotan aduerſary 
to encounter withall. The $kill of a 
Pilot is beſt diſcerned in the gue 


tempeſt, and the courage of a Sol- 


. dicr in. the hotteſt skirmiſh. So the 


fortitude of a Chriſtian Soldier appea- 
reth moſt in the greateſt and heauicſt 
afflition. How can it bee knownie, 
What courage a man hath to endure 
ſickneſleand pouertie,&c.t he alwaies 
and abound in ri- 
ches, Morcouer their patience is by 
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, this means made knowne. Patience is a 


vertue,which is alwaies necctlaric for 
us, but if ic be not exerciſed, we ſhall 
haue licclevſe of it. As when a ſword is 
ruſted in the ſheath , a man may be 
wounded by his aduerſary before he 
can drawait forth: ſo when' patience is 
not tried;the Deuillmay wound a mat 
to deach ; before he be able rodefend 
hiamſelfe withiirt. Laſt of all;;- by this 
meancs their Jouc to God'is moſt of all 


declared; -Itis: not any thing worth 


: | fora mantoloueGod; whenall things 


profper wich him, and ſucceed accord- 
1ng to his owne' deſire.) Now if a man 
ſhould notloue God rhen ,,cuen in the 
zudgement-'of che dewll,- it were _ 
Pity of his life, -For he could ſay when 19Þ-1- 9.10. . 
the Lord.commended Tob; 1 Doth lob 
feare God for nought*haſt thow ot made 
anbeadge about him, and about his houſe, 
and about: allthat he hath on enery fide? 
thou haft bleſſed the worke of his hands, 
ard his ſubſtance 3 increaſed in the land, 
Nay, hethat ſhall onely loue God in 
this .reſpe&:, may ſeeme to loue 
himfor what will you 'giue me rather 
then for hisown ſake. Bur he that clea« 
iC 2 ueth 
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Roin.s, 334+ 


a De Cin. Dei, 
bb.1 #ap,! 3 


*[nPſal.g1, 
Sam 5. 
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ueth vnto Godin the time of AﬀMliQt> - 


on, when all-rhings goe crofle. with 
him,thatis atoken of true louc indeed. 


Thus weeſee,how the graces of Gods 


children ave: manifeſted in affliction, 
more thanchey could bee in proſperi- 
ty. As bricks.iFchey be not throughly 
hardned in chefire, will by: and by be 
diſſoluedz if they come into the water: 
So vnleſle the gtaces of Gods children 
be concinually exerciſed,theleaſt affl:- 
&ion thar is; will, ouercome them. | 
Spices neuer giue a ſweerer{mell,than 
when they are. beatem-to- powder: fo | 
the graces of God in his children, arc 
neuer ſo fragrant and odoriferdus, as | 
when they'are (as it were) (pounded 
by afflition, accordingto that ſpeech 
of the Apoſtle , Tribulation. bringeth 
forth patience, and patience experience, 
and experience hope, &e.  Whetcunto 
agreeth that ſaying of S. Auguſtine, 
*Afﬀidtion daunterhnor the patience 
and fortitude of them that-bee good, 
neither rooteth godlinelle out of their 
mindes, but by exerciſing of it, ma- 
kech ir more fruitfull; And that of 
Beryard, ©T he fire of afflition __—_ 
| | the 
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thegraces of che Godly, bur it doth 


not con{ume them. 


Thirdly, the Lord afflifteth his 
children to preuent finne to come. 
There 1s in the beſt of vs ſuch a maſſe 
of corruption, as that vpon euery oc- 
calion, we areapt and prone to fall in- 
toſin : and therefore, for preuentin 
thereof, it 1s neceſſary that the Lord 
ſhould affli& vs. As a skilfull Phyſician 
many times /preſcribeth medicines to 
preſerue from fickneſle : fo doth the 
Lord vſcafflitiontopreſeruchis chil- 
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dren fromfin, They that bee whole (3s Muthg.12 


our Sauiour Chrift ſayth )- need not a 
Phyſician.” So, if wee 'wiere ſound in- 
deed, and had no corruption in"vs,we 
ſhould not rictd ro be'dealt. withall in 


this manner, Bir being edrnipted and. 


diſtemperedas wee are} wee ffand'in 
need to 'bee purged aridler bloud'by 
- > Fourthly,-by afflitions, 'the' Lord 
doth giue vs ſome comforrable teſti: 


mony of the reſurreian-ro a berter 


life. Forſeeing the Godly are forthe 
moſt,in this lite ſo cuil} mcreated, they 
may aſſure thernſchies; that iche lite 

nv C 3 to 


ti 


® Cals, 
lib. 3, cap.8. 
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Sed.r. 


Heb.g.g. 


Matth.3.17, 


Jnſtit. 


The benefit of Afſiiction. Fon. 
to come, thereſhal be a bleſſed change 
and alteration, wherein God ſhall wipe 


away all teares from their eyes, and there 


ſhall be no more death, nor ſorrow neither 
ſhall there bee any more paine. But, .they 
that haue continued with (briſt Teſus i 
his tentations, ſhall bane a Kingdome ap- 
poynted wnto themby hins, that they may 
eat & drink at his table im his K ingdom, 
&c. This is that which Abraham told 
the rich Glutron, being im Hell in tor- 
ments, $on,faith he,remember that thou 
in thy life time recemnedſ# thy pleaſures, 
& likewiſe Lazarm paines: now therfore 
& he comforted, and thou art tormented. 
- Fiftly, by afflictions, wee are made 
conformable vnto Chrift. For he was 


not exempt from the Crofle, as one 


faith well. God had one Son with- 
our ſin, but- none withote affliction. 
Though he were the author of eternall 
ſaluationto all that obey him: yet he was 
ronſerrate by affiiftions, Yea, albcithce 
were the belowed Son of God, inwhom be 
well pleaſed:yet we ſee his Father was 
fofar from etckering and- pampering 
of hit, thatwe may truely ſay, he was 
not ohely exerciſed with aflifions, 


. 


whales ; 
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whiles he was vpon the earth : but his 
whole life was nothing clſe but a con- 

tinuall croſſe. Why then ſhould weeleh. 5.20, 
looke to bee exempted from that con- 

dition, which Chriſt our Head was to 
yndergo? eſpecially ſeeing he did vn- 
dergocit for our ſakes,that in himſclfe 

hee might giue vs an example of pati- 

ence. Andtherfore the Apoſtle teach- 

eth vs, that all the children of God are 
preadeſtinatedtothis end,that theymight Rom $.19. 
be made like the Image of him.Ina word, 

by afflictions, the Lord doth ſeale vn- 

to VS DT 'of our adoption. 

For, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Whom the yz, .. 
Lord lozeth he Sabemerd, and hee ſcour- OW 
geth enery ſon that heereceineth, If yee 

20 tage' 5 mmteng God offereth himſclfe 

vnto you as ſans : for what ſon is it, whons 

the Father chaſteneth not ? If therefore 

yee be without correttion, whereof all are 
partakers, then are yee baſtards, and not 
ſons, Where wee are taught, that wee 

can gather no greater teſtimony, that 

we are the ſons of God, than from the 
touing correQions which hee laycth 
vponvs. 

Laſtof allthere is a good end of our 
Nan C4 afflitions, 


oO ee ORE rb a Ot I AE arte — 


26: The benefit of Afflictioris. 
', afflitionsinreſpe& of others.If we be 
conftant 'and couragious' vnder the 

_ crofle,our example is a notable encqu- 
ragement Vnto others. to tread in our 

ſteps, Tf we be fearctull and faint- 
hearted,others may learne what frailty 

Rom: 12.15.thereisin man, and may thereby be 
Hevr: 13.3 moucg to pittie vs, as if it were their 
= owne caſe; as alſo ro comfort vs; and 
to pray for vs z & towatch more care- 

fully and diligencly ouer chemſclues. 

To conclude, the way to cuerlafting 

ploryzis by this meanes as it were chal- 
ed our. For hereby all: men may1ec, 
23 Tim; 3-12. that Whoſoener will line godly im Chrift 
| \ Teſws,mnuſt ſuffer perſecution : and that, 
AQs 14.22, Through many tribulations we muſt en- 
f ter into the kingdome of Heaven. And 
thus we ſee the point' 1s fuffcienely 

cleared, that afflitipns to Gods chil- 

dren arc no puniſhments of their (ins; 

but thar the Lord ſendeth rhe for 

many other good ends and purpoſes. 

Uſe 1, © The Vſe of this:Doetrine 15'very 

| profirable. Firſt; it ſeryerh ro-xcach 
euery one of vs, toindge wiſely,as'Da- 

Plal: 41.1, g;d faith, of the poore,and thoſe thatare 
affiifted, . There is a cotrupcion'iniour 
 __narure, 
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nature, which maketh vs raſhly con- 
> clude,when we ſce a man afflited with 
ſome” heauy crolſe, that ſurely it is 
Gods judgement vpon. him for his 
finne, So dealt the Barbarians with 
the Apoſtle Paxl, when they ſaw a Vi- 
er leap vpon him,and hang vpon his 
and,they faidpreſently among them- 
ſelues ; 7his man ſurely is a murtherer, Ads 28.3, 4, 
whom though he haxne eſcaped the Sea ; 
yet vengeance hath not ſuffered to line. 
Yea, this corruption will euen creepe 
into the beſt of vs all, if we doe nor 
endeuour. to keepe it out. As weſee 
in obs friends, a though they were 
otherwiſe men of great knowledge, 
and (no: doubt). godly : yer when 
they faw :the ſtravge afflitions that 
(God had: brought vpon him, _ 
by and by, with one-conſent, patile 
cheir cenſure vpon him, That he was 
an hypocrite, and that G O D had 
now'found him out, | As Bildad tel-1,1, g ,. / 
lecth himplainely, that his ſonnes had | 
{inned againſt GOD, and therefore $- 
that he had juſtly ſene them To #he 
place of their iniquitie, And Zophar ob 116. / / 
bids ham know,that God had forgotten / 


him 
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Tohn 9.I »Te 
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The benefit of Affliition. 
bin for his iniquitie, Yea,Eliphaz com- 
meth to particulars with him : Is not 


ob 24- 5,47, ( faith he) thy wickedneſſe great, and 


9* thine mguities innumerable ? For thox 


haſt taken the pledge from thy bratber 
for nought, and ſpoyted the cloathes of 
the naked. To ſuch as were weary, thou 
haft not giuen water to drinks, and haſt 
withdrawne bread from the hungry, 
Thou haſt caſt out widowes emptie, and 
the armes of the fatherleſſe were broken, 
Where we ſce, hee is not afraid to 
charge Job with oppreſhon and vn- 
mercifulneſle, as if oe had been the 
cauſes of his calamitie. And the Diſci- 
ples of our Sauiour Chriſt, when they 
ſaw a man that was borne blinde, they 
ſtraightway imagined, that it was ct- 
ther for his owne or his parents (ins, 
Burt we muſt know, that cuery, croſle 
is not a purſuing of a man for-{1nne,as 
our Sautour teacheth vs in the Gofſ 

when heſaid tothem that ſhewed him 


Luk: 13.1,2,3, of the: Galieans, whoſe bloud Pilate 
4:5. had mingled with their owne ſacrifi. 
ces: Swppeſe yee, that theſe Galileans, 


were greater finners,than all other Gali- 
leans , becauſe they haze ſuffered ſuch 
things. 


; with the oyle, becauſe c 
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things. ] tellyou nay,&c. Or thinks yee, 


Tower un Siloam fell and flew them,were 

ſonmers aboue all that dwellin Teruſalem? 

FT tell ra nay,&c, And therefore, it 
any of vs haue beene fooliſh this way, 

and haue thought wickedly and vn- 
charirably of our brethren, when we 
haue ſcene them viſited by the hand of 
God, let vs learne henceforch, as Salc- 
mon ſaith, to lay our hand vpon our 
monthes, Pro: $0.432.1eſt we condemne 
the generation of Gods children, P/a/. 
73-15. Saint Augnſtine hath a moſt 
excellent ſaying to this purpoſe : Al- 
though (faith 3 the 

wicked bealike afflicted; yer they are 
diftin the one from the other, there 


39 


that thoſe eighteene, vpon whom the 


ory and the + 


*remaineth an vnlikeneſle of the ſuf- a Manet diff « 


fcrers, in-the likeneſle of their ſuffe- 
rings. For,as vnder one and the ſame 
fire, gold ſhincth and gliſtercth, and 
chaffe fmoaketh : and vnder one and 


the ſame flaile, the ftraw is broken in 


peeces, and the.corne 1s purged : nei- 
ther are the lees therefore ja (ory 


hey are ftrai- 


wmilitudo paſſo- 
rum in ſimilits. 
dine paſſionum. 


ned out in one and the ſame prelle: So, 


OAC 
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oneand the ſame violence ruſhing v 

onthe Godly and the wicked, tryeth, 
purifieth and melteth the one, but it 
damnerh, deſtroyeth, and vtterly vn- 
doerhthe other, Þ So greata matter it 


lib: 1:cap: 8. 1s, not What things: one ſuffereth, bur 


Fe 2. 


how he is qualified that ſuffereth, For 
oneand the ſame motion cauſeth the 
dung to ſtinke horribly, and the oynt- 
menr to ſmell moſt fweetly : So that 
afflitions arelike the red Sea, wherin 
thee Egyptians were drowned,and the 
Iſraelites were ſaued, | 
Secondly, itſervech to comfort all 
Gods children in the middeſt of the 
greateſt afflitions ' that can befall 
them, Itis the infirmity and weaknes 
of our nature to thinke, that afflicti- 
on isatoken of Godsanger, and thar 
if any extraordinary croile doc befall 
vs, weepreſently feare that God hath 
forſaken vs, But as wee heard already, 
though God afflit-vs with many and 
heauie crolles z yet wee are ncuer the 
lefſe deare vnto him, neither doth 
hee loue vs any whit the lefle: An 


Heathen. man , that neuer had expe-: 
- rience of the loue of Godto his chil-- 


dren 


The benefit of Afjlittion. 
- dren, had yer a glimmering of the 
ruth of this poynt. © Doeſt thou not * Senee. De 
ſee,ſaith he,thatfathers louetheir chil. 2/9. Proxid, 
dren far otherwiſe then mothers doe ? 
They would haue their children ftir- 
red vp betimes,to vndergoe labor and 
toyle, and cauſe them to ſweat, yea 
ſomerimes to weep. But mothers de- 
fireto cheriſh themin their boſomes, 
and to keep them in couert and ſhelter: 
they would neuer haue them weepe, 
they would ncuer haue themſad, they 
would neuer haue them take paines. 
Inlike manner (ſaith hee) God hath a 
facherly affe&ion towards good men, 
and loueth them not effeminately, bur 
manfully , and exerciſeth them with 
| Jabours, with'ſorrowes , with lofles; 
thatſo they may gather true ſtrength 
and hardneffe :: $o that the greater 
that our affli&ions are; the better may 
we be perſwaded of the loucof God ; 
yea, the morecomfort wee may take 1n 
them. ForGod ouy promiſed,that 
. He will not ſuffer sto be tempted abexe ; Cer 10. 13. 
that wee are able: wee may allure our 
. ſelues,that God ſeeth we-haueſtrength 
to beare them, orclſe hee wouldnort 


pur 
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The Benefit of 4ffliftion, 
put vs to encounter with them. Wheri 
a Captainc hath a peece of ſervice 
weighty andfull of danger,he will not 
ſens a coward or a whutc-liucred feb- 
low about it ; but he maketh choiſe of 
thoſe that arc ſtouteſt, and of whoſe 
valour and courage he hath had moſt 
experience, and to them hee com- 
mutteth che charge of that buſines ; So 
dealeth theLord with vs. In his great 
wiſdome and mercy he proportionerh 
his affliftions, according to that mea- 
ſure of ſtrengrch which he ſeeth in vs. 


When a Phylitian hath to deale with 


a Paricnt that is of a ſtrong conſtituri- 
on,he miniſtrech ro him ſtrong purga- 
cions : Bur if he be weake and feeble, 
hepreſcribeth for himmilder potions, 
In like manner, our heauenly Phyſi- 
cian maketh the cup of our afliftions 


more bitter or more mulde, as he - 


knoweth he hath giuen vs abilitie to 
beare the ſame. And ſo long as hee 
ſtrengehneth vs by his gloriouspower, 
we ncede not care what crofles wee 
meetre withall : for wee. may be ſure 
they ſhall not hurt vs, For,as ſo many 
rivers which daily doe runnec into the 

vca, 


] 


- 
>. 


The Benefit of Affiiition. 
Sea,and ſuch aboundance of raine that 


, fallech continually into it from the 


Clouds, and fuch a multitude of foun- 
taines that ſpring-from the middle of 
the earth, doe not change, no,nor a- 
ny whit abate or diminiſh the ſalt ſa- 
uour thereof: ſo the violence & force 
of afflictions doth nor alter the minde 
of a godly man, but he abideth in his 
eſtate, and wharſocuer befalleth, hee 
bringeth it into his owne colour. And 
on the contrary fide, there is no grea- 
ter cauſe of diſcomfort, than when 


" Wweare —_—_— free from aflitions. 


And therefore one calleth a ſecure life, 
which is not ſubje& to croſles, the 
dead Sea, affirming, that when aman 
hath nothing to ftirre him vp, and 
pricke him forward , nothing to try 


the conſtancie and firmeneſle of his Ne» & tran« 
minde; but lyeth buried in idle- quillites, mali- 


43 


nelle, it is not tranquillicie,but a dead ho ef, Sew: eq1 


calme. | 
Againe, this is no ne arnene 
of comfort, that God beholdeth vs in 
all our troubles and affli&ions, as it is 
groned vnder the bondage of Pharao, 
that 


' ſaidofthe people of 1/rael;when they g,0q: 1.25; 
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Exod: 3, 7. 


9, 


Tad :10,19. 
Zach: 2:8. 
Plal: 56.8. 


Malac: 3.16. 
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that God looked on them, and bad reſpett 
vnto them. Though they might thanke 
in regard of the muſereble ſlauery 
which they indured.; that God had 
quite forgotten them, and his pro- 
miſe made tothem and thar farhers: 
yet it was otherwiſe, his eyedid ſtil be- 
hold them: Neither. doth rhe Lord 
looke vpon us, as ari idle beholder, or 
as one that taketh pleaſure roſee our 
miſery ; bur with compaſſion and a 
render regard; As he faith in thefor- 


mer Caſe, / hawe ſurely ſeene the trouble 


o/my people which are in Egypt, and haue 
heard their exy, becauſe of their tacke. 
maſters, and I know their ſorrowes;Ther- 
fore Iam come downe to deliner them, 
&c.And lot, the crie of the children of 
Iſraelis come unto me, and Thane alſo 
ſeene the oppreſſion, wherewith the Egyp- 
rians oppreſſe them. Where we ſee, that 
the Lord taketh to hart the affliction 


of his children ; end his very ſoule is 
griened for their miſery, and it goeth "" 


neare him,as if a mian ſhould toxch:the 
apple of his eye, He regardeth their 
ſighs and groans, and their trares he 
putteth in hx bottle; he regiſtreth chejr 

words 
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words and complaints ; There is a book. 
of remembrance written for them that x, ,4.. + 4 
feare him, and all their cryes come wp to 


bizs.[t 1s truc,that the Lord ſometimes 
{eemerh to forger & negle&t his chil- 
dren in the time of trouble. As our Sa- 
uiour Chriſt being in the ſhip with his 
Diſciples, was aſleepe,till che ſhip was 
couered with waues, and they were all 


like to periſh:When he heard that La-1ohn ix. 6. 


zarus his friend whom he loued, was 
ſicke, he did not preſently goe to vilit 
him,&to comfort his ſiſters, but abode 
ſtill ewo dayes in the place where he 
was, {o as Lazar«s Was dead and buri- 
ed;betore he came there, But when he 
hath: ſufhciently tryed-and humbled 
them, hereturneth & ſpeedily comfor- 
teth. them, and ſo diſpoſerh of their 
affliftions,as he alwaics enableth them 


ro get the vitorie, For, as they that ,,,,. y, ,,;», 
had the ouerlight of the wraſtlings and 16; ;.cap: 2. 


combats among the Hearhen, did not 


ſuffer the combatanes ro begin the 


conflit hand ouer, head, nor arme 
chem confuſedly,all alike: but making 
diligent examination, as they ſaw 
mens bodies and ages,they were o__ 
u 


AG 
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full co match like with like, and to fur- 


niſh them with weapons fit for them: - 


In like ſort,the proudence of God dif- 


-. 


oſeth and ordereth after a moſt equal - 


manner;all thoſe thar deſcend into the 
conflicts of this life, ſo as one encoun- 
treth with the fleſh, another with po- 


- uertie,another with ſickneſle, another 


with infamie, another with perſecuti- 
on : and putteth vpon cuery one of 
them diuers kindes of armour,and fur- 
niſheth them with greater or lefler 
ſtrength, as may inable them to ouer- 


come the enemue that 1s appointed for y 
them.For God is notlike the Maſter of | 


the Games before ſpoken of, who 
when he hath armed the parties , de- 
parteth out of the wraſtling place to 
behold the combat with the reſt, But 
the Lord ſtandeth by them Rtill, and 
aideth & aſhfteth them at euery turne, 
and continually ſuccoureth them thax 
are weaker wich greater ſtrength, 
And herein the Lord dealeth with 
his children, as /c/eph dealt with his 
brethren when they came into Egypt 


to buy corne. Foras 7oſeph himſelf was 


many wayes tryed of the Lord, before 
| he 
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a | > gainſt Beniamin his brother German, Ibid: verſ. 26. | 


| 


The benefit of Afflittion. 47 
he was made Ruler of the Land : ſo he 
"likewiſe many wayes tryed and exer- 
ciſed his brethren before hee would 
make himſelfe knowne ynto them, or 
acknowledge them to be his brethren, 
Firſt, hetryed them,whether they had Gen: ga. 7. &c; 
truly repented,and were touched with tO 24. 
remorſe for the iniurie they had done 
to him, in that ſo cruelly and ynna- 
turally chey fold him. into e/Zgypr. 
Secondly , hee tryed them, whether 
they had attempted any ſuch thing a- 


1n that hee enjoyned them to bring 
him with them che next time, that he 
might ſec him; Thirdly, when they Gen: 43. 34 
had brought him, he ſhewed extra- | 
ordinarie kindneſleto him aboue che 
reſt, giuing him fiue times ſo great a 
portion as he did any of them ,, and 
all tq try whether they did enuic him 
or no. Fourthly, he tryed them whe- 
ther they loued their brother Benia- Gen: 44 1. &6; 
in ſo well, that when he alone was to 14. & 3;. 
detayned, they would all for his ſake 
come backeagainefrom their journey. 
Laſtly,he tryed them whether rhey 10- 
ued their father ſo intirely,as that they 
D2 * would 
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Gen: 44. 17. would not returne home without Ben- 


&c. 1amin, which they knew would be in- * 


tollerable griefte vnto their facher. All 
this while no doubr his brethren were 
in great perplexitie & much troubled ; 


and ſtill /oſeph made as though he had | 


not regarded them.But his bowels did 
carne Within him towards them, and 


Gen: 42. 24- 
& 43-39. & 
45-1,23- 


inſomuch as twice he was conſtrained 
to turne from them and weep. And at 


Marth: 28, xo. {ed Sauiour ,who is notaſhamedro call 
Heb: 2.11, vs his brethren, doth ſuffer vs to be ex- 
ercifed with many & grieuous affli&ti- 

ons, & ſeemeth ſometimes as though 

he cared not for vs : bur yet 1n Ge 

meane while, his repentings are rolled 

Hoſ: 11,8. Fogither,and at the laſt, when hee hath 
ſufhciently tryed vs, hee will manifeſt 
himſelfe vnto vs to our vnſpeakable 
comfort. According as himſelfe faith, 
He that loueth me, ſhall be loned of my 
Father, and I will lone hins, &- will ſhewe 
mine owne (elfe to him: That is, as one 
well noteth, I will loue him by trying 
IS 


Toh: r4.21, 


his heart was aſmuch gricued as theirs, | 
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the laſt he could refraine no longer, | 


but he cryed out, 1 an Joſeph your bro-a|þ » 
ther. So likewiſe ChriſtTeſus,our bleſ- 4} 


d ; 

ad 
did 
nd | 
ITS, | 
ied 
| at 


cr, | . 
| of my Father, inherit the kingdome |rc- 
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his loue and patience,and when I have 


- tryed him, I will manifeſt my ſelfe 


vnto him, And though peraduenture 
this manifeſtation ſhall not be by any 
outward deliuerance in thus life : yer 
at the day of Iudgement hee will ac- 
knowledge them openly in the ſight 
of men and Angels. Then he ſhall nor 
be able to containe himſelfe any lan- 
ger,but ſhall ſay vnto vs with a loude 
voyce,ſo as all che world ſhall heare / 
am Teſus your Brother, Come yee bleſſed 


pared for you fromthe foundations of the 
world, Mat.25.34.For,as the e/£gypti- 
ans, aud all the houſe of Pharaoh heard 
the woyce of Teſeph, when he rcuealed 
himſelfe ynto his brethren, Ger: 45.2. 
So in the day of Iudgement, when 
Chriſt ſhall manifeſt himſclfe to his 
brethren,heauen and earth,and all the 
Angels in heauen ſhall heare his voice: 
yea,all the damned,& the wholc houſe 
of hell, ſhall heare it, and ſhall gnaſh 
their teeth for anger : and gnaw their 
rongues for griefe of heart to ſee thoſe 


% 4 . a : 
whom they ſomtimes had in deriſfion,. 


and in a parable ofreproch, whoſe lite 
| D 3 they 


_ 
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Wild: 5. 3,45, they thought to be madnes, and their 


x Pets 4. 14+ 


Gen: 65.8. 


end without honour, to be now coun« + 
ted among the children of God,andto 


haue their portion among the Saints, 
Finally, this is another argument 
of vnſpeakeable comfort to the chil- 
dren of God, that the greater their at- 
fictions are, the greater ſhal their glo- 
ry be. As the Apoſtle Peter faith, /f 


ee be rayled vpon” for the name of (hriſt 


(and it 15 true likewiſe of all other at- 
flitions) bleſſed are yee, for the Spirit 
of glory,and of God reſfteth ypon you. And 
hereof we haue a worthy example in 
Toſeph before named. For, after the 
manifold and- great calamities which 
he indured ſo many yeeres, he was ex- 
alted by Pharaoh, and as himſelfe con- 
felleth, was made Lord of all his hauſe, 
and Ruler through all the land of &- 
eypt. And it is worthy to be noted, 
that for ſome thirteene yeeres where- 
in he was aſflicted,he was exalted,and 
ruled ine/£gypt for the ſpace of fourc- 
ſcore yeeres, as may ealily be gathe- 
red out of the Storie.For he was feuen- 


Gen: 27.2. & teene yceres 'olde, when his brethren 
41-46: fold him away: he was thirtic yeeres 


old, 
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old, when he was aduanced by Phzx- 
+ raoh: and he lived Gouernour of the 
land of «/£gypt,till he was an hundred 
and ren yeeres old, Belides, ſuch was 
the goodnelle of God vnto him, that 
for the ſcuerall muſeries which he ſut- 
fered, hereceiued a ſeuerall reward. 
For the hatred of his brethren, hee 
obtained the fauour of the King and 
his Nobles. For the contempt and 


YL 


& 50.23. 


{corne which his brethren heaped vp- Ge: 37.19; 


on him,calling him Dreamer,&c, hee 
was worſhipped of them, with cheir 
faces downe to the ground, For the 
particoloured coat which they ſtript 
him of, when they caſt him into the 


& 41, &, 


pit, he was arayed by Pharaoh with a Gen: 37.23. 


princely. robe of fine linnen. In fteed 
of the fetters wherewith he was bound 
in priſon, Pharaoh put his own ring on 
his hand, and a chaine of gold about 
his necke. In ſteed of the priſon and 
dungeon where he lay, he was ſct vp- 
on E Kings beſt Chariot, faue one, 
and carried 1n great pomp throughout 
the Citie, Whereas before he was con- 
temned of all men, as a ſtranger, as a 
ifoner, he is now ho- 
noured 


ſervant and a pr 


D 4 


& 41.42. 


The benefit of Afflittion. 
nored of all men,by bowing the knee 
atthe Kings commandement, Ina 
word, in tteade of his fathers houſe, 
from which he was exiled and bani- 
ſhed, he had dominionan all the land 
of Egypt. So trueis that ſaying cuen 
Seneca de di- ofari heathen man, 4 The greater tor- 
uin: Proutd, ment a man indureth, the greater ſhall 
be his glory afterwards. But howſoe- 
uer the Lord doth not alwaies deale 
thus with his children in this life:yet 
in the life ro come, withour all que- 
ſtion,they ſhall inde the trueth of that 
comfortable promiſe,deliuered by the 
Apoſtle, Onr light afflittion which 2 but 
for a moment cauſeth unto vs a far more 
excellent and eternall waight of glory, 
Uſe. 2 Thirdly, this Do@trine ſeructh ro 
1 admoniſh vs , that ſeeing affliction 1s 
thelot and portion of Gods children 
in this life, that therefore wee ſhould 
prepare for it before it come. The 
Lord will not haue his children come 
to Heauen in a pleaſant way , that is 
ſtrewed with ruſhes, as it were, but 
TW Ty through many tribulations wee muſt en- 
a De cena ter into his kingdome. As Bernard faith 
Dam:Ser. 6. well, a He is not meet forthe _— 
that 


2 Cor: 4:17, 


AY 
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that 15 not yet preparedfox the crolle, 
And therefore it is good for vs to arme 
our {clues before hand,that when they 
come they. may not hir vs on the 
bare. Wee muſt be carcfull to ſtore 
vp grace and comfort againſta rainy 
day , that whatſoeuer ſhall befall vs, 
wee may beprovided to beare it: In 
our bett eſtate, wee muſt pur our 
ſelues 1n a readineſle to ſuffer aduer- 
liry , whenſocuer G OD ſhall ſend it. 
In our greateſt abundance, it 15 good 
for vs to thinke of want : in our proſ- 
perity, 1tis good to looke for cala- 
mitie : and inour perfe&teſt health to 
remember that ſicknefle may come. 
Theres nothing that makerch all at- 
flition more bitter and gricuous unto 
vs, then becauſe it ike vs many 
times on the blind ſide, before we ſce 
it, or dreame ofit, Whereas muſerie 
thatis fore-ſeene and premedirated, 
doth lictle hyrt vs. Afiction is like the 
Baſihke, of which it is written, thar if 
it ſce a man before he ſee it, ir killerh 


- himz burifheſeeirfirſt, it hathno 


owerto hurt him. $So affliction 1s 
moſt terrible to thoſe whomir findeth 
SINE wa VNPrc- 


J3 
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vnprepared. Seneca, though an Hea- 
then man, hath ſpoken well to this 


a BeTranqui): purpoſe: *If (faith hee) thou doeft 


cap: I's 


© Fpifi*7 7 


Iob & 2,3. 


and 34' 6. 


Pal: x30:3. 


not make account, that whatſocuer 
can befall, may come vnto thee, thou 


giueſt aduerlity power and ſtrength 


againſt thee, which, whoſoeuer ſeeth 

rſt, hath weakned and abated. And 
in another place ; ® A wiſe man accu- 
ſtometh himſelfe to future cuils, and 
thoſe things which other men make 
calic by long ſuffering, hemaketh calic 
by forcſeeing. 

Fourthly,it teacheth vs to be patient 
in all the afflitions that God layeth 
vpon vs, becauſe they are his louing 
corre&tions, in regard of our daily fals 
and infirmities. We may not fay with 
Tob,0h that my griefe were well weighed, 
and my miſeries were layd together m the 
ballance : For it would now bee heauter 
than the [awd of the ſea, And my wound ts 
grieuous without my ſin : But rather ac- 
knowledge that wee haue deſerued far 

reater puniſhment, as Danid ſaith, If 
thou Lord ſtraitly markeft our iniquities, 
O Lord, who ſhall ſtand ? It God ſhould 
dealc with the beſt of vs according to 
our 


x 
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our deſerts, wee were neuecr able to a- 
bideit. And therfore,as Bernars ſaith 


well; <It is good for vs to beare the , 
rod of correction, leſt wee feele the gs: 


hammer of confulion. The more wee 
ſtruggle and ſtrive vader the hand of 
God, the lefle wee preuaile, and rhe 
more wee prouoke him to diſpleaſure, 
and cauſe him to vic harder courſes a- 
gainſt vs, As a father, hauing an vn- 
ruly ſon, that will not take correQion, 
bindes him to a forme: But the ſooner 
we yeeld and ſubmit our ſeclues to his 
his will, and kifle his rod, the ſooner 
we ſhall be delivered, 

' Laſtofall, it ſerueth to reproue the 
Prophane wretches of the world, who 
inſult ouerthe children of Ged in their 
muſeries : and doe not fticke blaſphe- 


33 


Jn Pal: gr: 
im. Jo 


Vie 5. 


moully to ſay; What profit haue theſc Mal: 4:14, 5. 


holy tellowes,by keeping Gods comman- 
dements , or by walking humbly before 
the Lord of Hoſts ? Wee neuer regar- 


ded Gods {eruice, but hane wrought Tere 12:1, 


wickedneſſe, and tempted . God all our 


... ties, and yet wee areſet vp and deline- 


red. We have rebelliou(ly tran{greſſed, 
cuen from our cradles, and yet #7 
EY WAJES 


q/is 


Plal.72.18, 
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wayes doe proſper, and wee hane wealth 
at will. Butler all ſuch vagodly per- 
ſons know, firtt, that it is a. grieuous , 
{inne, to adde afiiction to thoſe that 
arcin miſeric. For howſocuer God do 
many times ſcuerely corre& thoſethat 
tranſgretſe his Law, though they bee 
ncuer ſo deare vnto him, yet heewill 
not allow the wicked to inſulr .ouer 
them,no more then afather that whip- 
perth his ſonne for his faults,wall ſuffer 
his feruants ſpitefully. to taunt and re- 
proch him. Againe, the children of 
God, though they walke neuer ſo vp- 
rightly babes the Lord, yet their re- 
ward is not 1n this life. /t doth not yet 
appeare what they ſoall be, Buttherets a 
crovwne of righteonſneſſe layd vp for them 
againſt the day of Indgement:& when 
Chrift which i their life ſhall appeare ; 
then ſhall they alſo appeare with him in 
glry.And for themfſelues, though their 
proſperitie bee neuer ſo great for the 
preſent, yer is it inconſtant,& ſhall not 
indure. The Lord /ets them in ſlipperte 
places, and caſteth them downe into deſae, 
lation, and ſuddenly are they deſtroyed, 
and horribly conſumed. For 


CUcn 
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even inthe midſt of their wealth, they 


are but fatred and prepared for the day Ier.n.z, 


of ſlaughter. And thus much ſhall ſut- 
ficefor the firſt poynt, which I haue 
the longer inſiſted on, becauſe it is ſo 
necellary for vs. 

It s good that I was afflifted.) T his 
muſt be vnderſtoad of crofles that are 
ſanified,, when God giueth grace 
to make an holy vſe of them. Ir is 
true, affliction in it owne nature, 1s e- 
wll,and atag of Gods vengeance, and 
a puniſhment for fin. But, as the bitter 


waters, Which the Iſraelites complai- Exod. 5.25. 


ned of in the wildernefle, were made 
ſweet by a tree, which Moſes by Gods 
direQion caſt into them: fo the Crolle 
of Chriſt hath ſeaſoned and ſweetned 
all afflitians to the children of God, 
which haue grace to profit by them : 
ſo that now he natureof them is chan- 
ged and altered, that they are no more 


a puniſhment of finne, but a medicine 


for the linner. According to that ex- 


cellent ſpeech of Daxid, * bleſſed i Plal:gh.ts. 
-. the manwhom thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, 
' and teacheſt him in thy Law, It the Lord 


do ioynchis reaching to his cotrecti- 
| | on, 


| 'Heb:12:1 1, 


2 Cor: 4: 6, 


Rom: $: 28. 
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on, to cauſe a man wiſely to make vſe 


thereof, it is a moſt happy and blefſed® * 


condition, Whereunto agreeth that 
ſaying of the Apoſtle , No chaſtiſing for 
the preſent ſeemeth to bee toyous but 


grienous : but afterwardes it bringeth 


with it the quiet fruite of righteonſneſſe, 
vnto them which are thereby exerciſed. 
Ifa man be truly. exerciſed with affli- 
&tion, hee ſhall finde great fruit and 
benefit by it. So then here wee are 
taught , that afflition is very profira- 
ble and good for the children of God. 
That God , who by his mighty power 
commanded the light to ſhine out 0 

darkneſſe , hath ſo ordered the mat- 
ter in his heauenly wiſedome , that e- 
uen thoſe things , which to mans na- 
ture, and to fleſh and bloud, are moſt 
irkeſome and weariſome, ſhould be 
to his children moſt beneficiall and 
wholeſome, For(as the Apoſtle faith) 
All things worke togither for the beſt 
onto them that lone God, In that hee 
ſaith, | allthings, hee excepteth no 
thing. Not onely proſperity but ad- 
uerlity alſo ; Not onely good ſucceſle 
bur lotles and caſualties ; nor health 
| onely 


The benefit of Affliction: 
onely bur ſicknelle : not life but death 
, alſo, makefor the good of thoſe that 
be godly. And indeed, afflition doth 
not only miniſter comfort unto them, 
in that, as we haue heard, itis a pledge 
of their adoption , but it producerh al- 
ſo many bletled and gracions effes. 
Firſt of all, it 1s a meanes to purge 
out the drofle of that naturall corrup- 
tion that is within vs. So long as wee 
enoy proſperity , it is with vs as the 
Prophet faith of CMoab , wee are like 
W ne that z ſerled on his lees,, and fro- 
&enin his dregpes, and hath not beene 
powred out fromweſſell to veſſell. So we 
are full of the dregges of naturall cor- 
ruption, till the Lord by afflition 
doe refine vs. AfﬀiQtion ( as one faith 
well) is vnto the children of God, as 
the flaile 1s to the corne, the file to the 
yron , and the fire tothe golde: As 
the flaile doth purge the corne from 
the chafte , which groweth vp with it: 
and as the file ſcowreth ofttheruſtthat 
ſticketh vpon the yron : and as the 
fire purifieth the gold fromthe drofle: 
So doth affliftion, by Gods mercy, 
purge away from us that chatte , that 


ruſt, 
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The Benefit of Afflittion. 
ruſt, and drotle of finne, that is 1h our 
nature, The Gold-ſnuth takerh noc- 
che gold out of the forge, till hee ſce 
it well and throughly purified; In like 
manner, God doth not remooue the 
afflictions of his children, till they 
bee throughly refined. Ina word, at- 
fliction 1s the Lords pruning knife; 
whereby hee cutteth away from vs all 
withered and vnprofitable branches: 
Second]y, oflition that, is ſan@1- 
fied, doth bring a man to theſight of 
his ſinnes, and ro godly forrow, and 
true repentance for the ſame. * As 
{linne ſhutteth vp a mans eyes, ſo af- 
flition openeth them: And hereof 
we haue a worthy example in the bre- 
thren of /oſeph. For the ſpace of twen- 
ty.yceres, \they were neuer touched 
with any remorſe, for their vanatt- 
ral ctuelty,in ſelling of him to the 1/- 
maclites : till at the laſt comming into 
e/Egypt, to buy corne, in the time of 
the famine : and perceiving /eſ[eph ro 
{peakeroughly to them, jas tocharge 
them to bee Spies, that came to ſee 
che weakneſſe of the 'Land:: » and 
fearing imprifonment, of ſomeother 


hard 
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hard meaſure, chen'they beganiie to 


. xallcheir finntto remembrance; and 


to ſay ofie ro another, Wee have ve- 
rity fnned againſt our brother, in that 
wee faw ' the anguiſh of his ſoule when 
beebeſought vs, and wee would not heare 
hins : therefore & this trouble come wpon 
vs. Genefss 42. 21. As one that is faft 
afleepe, will not awake, vnleiſe hee 
bee rayſed by thruftitig , or by ſorne 
ſuch violent motion + ſo many lyt 
Ong che long cirſtome of {iti,8& 
never thinke of reperitance, rift "the 
hand of God bee vpon them; And a5 


che horſe that reuſheth into the batteR, lerem. $.6. 


neicher fearech the enemy that com- 
mech againſthim, nor ts terrified with 
chedolcfull grones of dying perfons, 
nor with the noyfe-of the guns, nor 
with the ſhaking of the pikes : ſo wic- 
ked men are carried headlong tofin,8 
neither fearerhe roaring of che Demill, 
nor are moued with rhe miſerable end 
of others before rheir eyes, nor terri- 
fied wich: the feare of Hell, Bur as the 


horſe running with violence, being 


checked by his Rider with a ſharpe 
bridle, is enforced to fray his courle. 
bu E So, 
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afflition or other,as it were by ong 
Y hand,pulleth them back , and cauſct 
1 chem to ſee their ſinnes , and ſo bring- 
1 geth them to repentance. Sothat wee 
ir ſcerhat God victh his correQions as 
it Sermons , to call his children from 
W their ſinnes , which, many times are 

more forcible and cffeuill then any 

yerball preaching. According to that 
2 inPfal: 50. ſaying of S. Auguſtine , * Many men 

ws they feele the ſmart, reforme 


can there be then this for a man tobe 
brought to vnfained repentance for 
his ſins, without which.there can be 
ie | no hope of fergiuenes. And therefore 
x » In Pſal: 33. Bernard ſaith ſweetely. > It is a good 
' afflition,that bringeth a man to come 
IN pun&tion, and remorſe, 4 
wn / Thirdl , affliction is as a notable 
"l meanes to humble the children of 
God, and to beatedowne their pride, 


and we are free from the crolle 3 - Our: 
fleſh is puffed vp, and can hardly be 
kept vnder, the leven of old Adam is 

in 


So, when ſinners rui into all exceſle 
of riot, the Lordin mercie, by one , 


the fault. Now what greater benefit 
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— 


ee 


» 


OD oO EEE PURI Rog wr rr 1 FF TH Tex 


So long as all things goe well with ys, 
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' | * the moonie nieiier ſuffereth eclipſe bur 


'l 


| barren. But afrerwards, when her mi- 
| tris had fleakr roughly wither , and 
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in vs, arid miakethvs fiwell-in prid e As 


when ſhe is in chefull , and chen ſhe 18 

alwayes futtheſt diftanc from rhe ſun; 

fo likewiſe when we abound in out- 

ward proſperity; fuck is the fooliſh 

pride of our heatrs, wee are puffed vp; 

and cate leaſt for God, till by ſome af- 

flition or other he humble 'vs and 

bring vs downe: Thus-was 1t mu WP 

Proatgall ſon. As foonie:as- hee had Soty... .... >; 

kis portiveiofhis ficher | hows a re gr Kc 

, Aaunc, & knew nor himſelfe, hee could 

ſtand on rio-pround-: but when he had 

waſted his ſubRarice; ant was pinched 

with pouerty-& famine, his pride was 

danted, & hee was glad'to come home . 

by weeping crofle. So was it with Ha: Gen: 18.4-9+ 
ar wheniſhe had coneciued a child by 
icr maltet Abrahamyhhe was preſently 

fo lifred vp with pride, that the deſp1- 

fed her miſtris Sara, becauſe ſfice was 


madehet run away inr6 the wilderncs 
ſhe ctiedpetcanr;arit himbled her ſelfe 
vnder her hands; Yea;gDa#1i4d himſelfe, 
though otherwiſe ai holy man , had a 
| F 2 ſpice 
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ſpiceof this diſcaſe, as himſelfe confeſ- 


nexer bee moxed, For thou, Lord, 
of thy goodnes, hadſt made my mountaine 
to ſtand ſtrong, Seec,how ſoone a man is 
apt to forget himſelfe, jf hee cnioy bur 
2 lictle proſperity. But alas, the caſe 
was ſoone altered with him, For as he 
faythin the next words, The Lord did 
but hide his face, and bring him into 
ſome afflition, and ſtrairway hee was 
troubled. And therfore,in this reſpe&t, 


Ws Awugin Pſal: 
t ! Sb 
"if 


1 ble, becauſe it cauſeth a man to know 
z himſelfc : As we ſce by common expe- 
rience, when God ofthe a man, Cl- 
I ther with ignominy and diſgracein his 
F | name, orwith pouerty in has eſtate, or 
with ficknes in his body, or with lofle 
[8 of children,or any ſuch like croſle and 
W / calamity, though before hee were ne- 
W |: ucrſo proud, and carried hiinſelfe ne- 
bi |; uer ſo high 5 yet then he beginneth to 
wt droope,.and letteth his feathers fall. 
*Plut:in Ape- 2 Aytigonuys,though an Heathen King, 
| oy KS & when hee was in with a little gle 


could make this good conſtruRion of 


At 


Pal. 20.6 ,7, eth, /» my proſperity ({aith hee) I ſayd, - 
1 


affliction is very necellary and profita- | 


nelſe, and had recovered thereof, hee, ' 
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' that hee had beene ſicke and 111 : for 


, fonneſer at liberty, runneth into ſuch 
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it, namely, that it was well for him, 


his diſeaſe had taught him, that ſce- 

ing hee was bur a mortall man, he 

ſhould nor too much lift ' vp 'his 

Spirit. And this is the googdneſle of 

(God rowards vs, as Saint e-Tupuſtine 

faith, > That becauſe the ſweernelle of 8 4,97. ©, 
earthly bleſſings doth deceive vs, and yer« Relig, 
puffe vs vp, we ſhould be humbled by 
the birterneſle of affliction, 

Fourthly, afflition is a meanes to 
rcforme the Godly, and to make them 
befter : That which Sa/omernſpeaketh 
of children, is true alſo of aged per- 
ſons, that follie is bound in therr hearts, 
but the rod of correftion ſhall drixe it 
away from them. And therefore the 
Apoſtle ſaith well , That when God 
corre&cth & chaſteneth his children, 
tis butto »&#x#e them (as a louing 
father doth his Tonne) for thetr refor- 
mation andamendment. Whenwee are 
waged, faith he, we are nurtured of the * Cor.11.33. 


Lord, &c. The Lord knoweth, that a 


Prouaz.t 5, 


licentious-courſes, thathee is a ſhame , 
ro his father, and a priefe to his mo- 
| E 3 ther, 


Prou.6.23. 
Fo 


* Deprecepts 
& denſer. 
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ther, and therefore hee will ngt ſuffer 
his children, whom hee louerth moſt - 
tenderly, to goc on in their{innes, leſt 
his nameſhould bee diſhonovreg, and 
his holy Goſpel cuill ſpoken of, bur by 
corrections, and. crolles laboureth to 
reclajyme them. As /ob ſaith, Hee ape- 
weth the eares of men, euen by their cor- 
reftions which bee-hath ſealed : That, bee 
might cauſe man to trrng away from his 
enterprize, &c. And Salomon hath a 
ſpcech to the {ame purpoſe,: that cor- 
76 trons for infliruRion' are the . way of 
life, to keepe and preſerue a man fray! 
whooredoine, and ſuch like 4innes;;. 
2 So that this (as Bernard faith) mult 
needes be. a happy and bletled affliQi- 
on, that ED a man better. | 
'Fifely,affhQtion is an excellent means 
to inforce ys, and ſtir vs. vp to. -praycr. 
Ya, guen they. that never thought to. 
pray, as Atheifts, and wicked perſons, 
when any trouble.lycth ypon them, 
arc driven. to. pray, whether they will 
gr no. .As.the Prophet fayth, Thar -/ 
{uch as rebell againſt God,'in the ture 
offamine, wheu they want.corne and ' 
wine, will howle ypon their beds, And, 
x he | Dauid 


The benefit of Afiliction. 67 
Daxid reckoneth 'vp a hed-roll of 

ſuch perſons. Some that wandred ont Plal.107.4,3; 
of the way in the wildernes, and fonud no 

city to dwell in, both hungry and thirſty, 

their ſoule fainting in them. Others that 

dwell in darkneſſe, and in the ſhadow of 10» 
death: that is, poore priſoners, being 

hound in miſery and yron, Others being 

caſt on their licke beds, __— ab- 18, 
hortreth all mianner of meat, and they are 

brought to deaths doore. Others in dan- 

ger of ſhipwracke, whoſe ſoule melteth 16. 
for trouble,ec. Howſoeuer,peraduen- 

eure in the-time of their proſperity, 

they earcd but a little for che Lord, yer 

now they c:yed to bins in their trouble, Verſe, 13,19, 
& he delinered them ont of theirdiſtreſſe: ox. 
So that trouble & diſtrefſe will make 

any. man cry vnto the Lord, &c betake 

him co his prayers. So was it with the 

Mariners that entertained Joneh,when yg, 
chey wereafraidof their lives, byreaſon 

of themighcy tempeſt that God ſent 

vpon them, they c#yed every man to 

ha Ged.' And the proud King of N:- 


 nexech, with all his people, when they 


heardthe ſudden deſtruftion that was 
threatned againſt them .by the prea- 
| | E 4 ching 


and z, 8. 
2 Chco: 33:6, 


o KRing:21:16, 


x Theſl: F- 17; 
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Hoſea: 5:15. 


The benefit of AfiitFion, 
ching of [onah , they cried mightily ons 
toGod, Andthat wicked Manaſſeh, 
who did ery much exill in the fight of 
the Lord to anger him : ſhedding inno- 
cent bloud exceeding much , till he re+ 
plemfhed Teruſalem from corner to cor- 
er : yet when God brought vpon. ham 
the Captaines of the King of el{fenr, 
which cooke him, and pur himin fer- 
ters, and bound him inchaines , and 
carried him to Babel, then when he was 
in tribulation, he prayed ta the Lord his 
God, and humbled himſclfe greatly be- 
fore the God of hit fathers, Y eea,the god- 
ly themſclues are neuer ſo fit te pray,as 
when they are in afflition.. Though 
they be carcfull to pray continually: 
yer they neu pray with ſo- great dee 
uotion and feruency, as when ſome 
heavy ctolle ox calanuty is vpon them, 
For then feeling their miſery , and 
their owne inabilitie ro helpe them- 
ſelues;, rhey more carnciily flie vato 
the Lord for ſuccor. '-''As the Propher 
faich, /» thatidgy., thar'is ; un, the day 
ottrouble , ſhall a man looke: ta his ma- 
ker, and his etes ſhall looke to: the holy one 
of Iſrael, And intheir affiition they will 


 feeks + 


The benefit of Aﬀiittion. 69 
ſeek me diligently,farch the Lord. In our | 
proſperity weare all of vs both good 
& bad,too ful of ſecurity,asthoughwe 
ſtood in no need of God. As the Lord 
complaincth of Jecomab,ſaying, I ſpake 
\ To thee whenthon waſt in proſperity : but 
thox :ſaydſt 1 will not heare &c, And fo 
ra a faith of the wicked that becauſe 
is wayes alway profper , and the inapge- ,,., 
mo of God Av wh aboue his febs hana 
therefore he is ſo proug, that hee ne- 
wer ſecketh after God. Andthe Prophet 
| , Jeremiah compareth ſuch perſons to 
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Jerem: 23, 23, 
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Terem:2, 24, 


the wilde Aſe in the wilderneſſe, that 
ſunffeth up the winde at her pleaſure: and 
it 1: inwaine to ſerke totwurne her backe, 
but in her moneth,that is,in her foaling 
time, thena man may deale with her. 
As the litrle | Chickens, whenthe 
weather is faire, andrhere 15s no dan- 
crtowards , ſtraggle a great way 
om- the Henne : bur if any Hayle 
ſhewer come vpop them , or a Kite 
houer 'ouer them ,' then they are glad 
torunnevnder her wings for ſhelter. 
. | Andas the Stagge, ' when he is at li- 

| berty;; wilt not come neerea man: but 
when he is hotly pirſued with the 
| dogges, 
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chap: 3» & 4. Booke of Iudges - That 


The benefit of Affiiction. 
dogges, he will runne to him of his 
bwne accord for ſuccour: So it fareth 
oftentimes with vs, when we arc at 
eaſc, and nathing doth moleſt vs, wee 
turne pur backes vpon God : ' but 
when wee are brought into diſtreſle 
or danger, we are glad to repaire vnto 
bim for helpe. As one confellerh of 
himſelfe (and it is our caſc as well as 


a Sibenerfſ.m his) © If I could be well without rhee, 
five te,03 ve. ] would never come at thee. As the 
wirem «d te. yarer, when it is at large, and hath 


ſcope enough,runnerch with a {tilt and 
filent motion, bur being brought inta 
2 ſtrait, it makerh a great noyſe: In 
Lke manner,whena man is atlarge,he 
looketh not- much to this dune of 
prayer: but when he is in affliction 
and ftrajtes, he will. 'excite and ſhrre 
vp himfelfe -thereunto. So did the 

ildren of Iſrael, in the time of their 
bondage, they ſighed, and cryed, 


Exc: 2.23, 24-41ud made their moane unto GOD. 


And we read in many pom of che 

owſocuer 1n 
their proteriee they were vntoward 
& carelcile of God, yet when Godaai- 
ſed vp any new enemies againſtthem, 
| they 


= 


Q: 3. 


all his lifetime he was much canuer- 
fant in prayer, ſomerime riſing early 
in the morning before day, an ſome- Marc: I 35+ 
time ſpending the whole night there 
in ; yet he neuer-prayed more catneft- 
ly, nor more ferucncly,: than immedi- 
ately before his paſhon : when, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith, he offered vp prayers and Heb: 5.7. 
ſupphications with ſtroug crying, & tears: 7 
yea, he was fo feruent, that his ſweatr 
was like drops of blond trickling downe 
| to the ground, We ſee then by all that 
hath beene ſpoken, that afflition is as 
it wete2 whetſtone, to ſcran edge vp- 
en our devotion, and ſharpen our 
hearts.to prayer. | 
. Sixtly, affliction doth containe the 
children of God in obedience. Ir is 
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with the beſt of vs,as Agiſelaus ſaid of 

2 Liberimals the Athenians ; that When they were 

font, ſer athbertie they were nought,but when 
bw, . 

they were in bondage,they were good: 

ſo we in our proſperitie doe ſtart aſide 

like a broken bow;hut when affliction 

commeth,we ſubmit our {elues to the 

Lords yoke. Thepeopleof Iſrael, when 

che hand of God was. vpon them, c1- 

ther by warre, or famine, or any othex 

calamirie, caried themſclues very reli» 

iouſly, & walked in obedience vnto 

Deut: 34+ 13, 4 will. But when Godcaried them vp 

14315. tothe high places of the earth (as Moſes 

ith) that they might eat the fruits of 

the fields : when he cauſed them ito ſucke 

honie out of the ſtone, apt oyle out of the 

hard rocke : when he gaue them butter of 

kine,and mutke of ſheep, with fat of lambs 

and rams fed in Baſhan, with the fat of 

the graines of wheat : and made then 

arinke the red liquor of the prape : *then 

that they ſhould haze bin vpright, when 

they waxed yoo fares with their heels + 


they were fat, they were groſſe, they wire - 


laden with fatne ſe e: therefore they fore 
ſooke God that made them,and regarded 
wot the ſtrong God of their ſaluation.And 
chis 


The benefit of Affiittion. 
chis doth David:confctle of himſelfe, 


when he faith, Before I mas afflitted, 1 Pal: 119.67. 


went aſtray, but now I keepe thy word. 
And the Churchacknowledgeth, that 
before the Lord corretted her, ſhee 'was 
likg an vntamed calfe. Though man 
were created after the Image of God, 
and aduanced to great honour, yer if 
God let him alone, he will become 


Terem: 31.18, 


like vnto the beaſts that periſh, as Da- Pſal: 45. 20. 


wid faith. And therefore, the Lord 
threatneth the rebellious Lewes, that 
be will flop their way with.thornes, and 


make @n hedge, that they ſhould not finde 14,2 1, 6. 


their pathes. Where he ſheweth that 
neceſhitie requireth, that he ſhould 
hold them in with ſeuere difcipline,8 
ſharpe corretions,comparingthemto 
wanton and vnruly catte},which muſt 
be kept in with thornes & hedges, leſt 
they leap out of the paſture,& goaltray. 

Seuenthly, ic helpeth to rame- and 
ſubdue the vnrulineile of the fleſh, that 
it maybe in better ſubjeion to the 
Spirie. The fleſh is like an head-ſtrong 
horſe, which if he be fatred and pam- 
pered in the ſtable for awhile, waxeth 
{o frampall, as he can hardly berulcd, 


and 


£Cor:9.29, 


Galat: $. 17. 
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The Benefit of Affliction: 
and brobghc to acknowledpe-his Ri- 
der: $0 this ſtubborne fleſh of ours, 
if it injoy but a litle profperitie ;- it 
ſtraitghtway groweth ſo rebellious, 
that it will nor be ſwbiett ro the law of 
God. And as the Horſe-rider; to. pull 
downethe ſtomack of ſuch an Horſe, 
takerh away his prouender, & feederh 
him with ſtraw and chafte? and if chat 
will not ſeruc,handleth him roughly, 
and beateth him: So doth the Lond 
with our fleſh: he taketh away thoſe 
ourward bleſhings which pulſed it vp, 
and made it ſwell; and loaderth it with 


one affliction after an other, that ſo he- 


may beat it downe, and briag it into ſub- 
$geflion, And this is a great benefit, to 
haue che fleſh ; with the curfed Juſts 
and affeQions thereof; mortified and 
ſubdued in this manner, For it is one 
of thoſe deadly enemies. of our foules, 
with which we muſt fight and incoun- 
cer while we live. Now as he that were 
eo enter aſingle combat, with-an ad- 
uefſarie, thar were ftronger than him- 
ſelfe,, , would he glad of ſome bodie 
would firſt weaken and foyle him;that 
ſo he might the more eaſily _ 

im; 
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The benefit of Afﬀlittion. 
him: In like manner, the children of 
. God hauecauſetorcioyce,that ic doth 
pleafe theLord by ourward calamiricy 
co tame the fleſh, and to tread it vnder 
their feer,that ſothey may w*® letle dif- 
ficulric & danger getthe maſterie of it. 
Eightly, ir 15 a meanes to withdraw 
our hearts froth the louc of the world} 
& toraiſe cheth yp tothe defirevf hea- 
uenly things.Such is the cotruprion of 
our nature, that wedoate too much on 
this world. We are like tofooliſh chil- 
| dren,that would not willingly bewea- 
ned from the breaſt, & therefore their 
mother annoynteth the nibbles ofher 
breaſt with ſome bitter thing,to make 
them out. of loue with it: $5, it wee 
might hane 6ur wills; wee would al- 
wayes hang voor the breafts of the 
world, & would never leaue —_ 
if the Lord did not powder our de- 
ſires with the-ctolle, and make them 
bitrer to vs. The children of 1ſrae), 
rhoiigh they were gricuoully afflited 
74) EBYPH to make them mote earheſt- 
| ly delireto pu the land of Cana- 
an: yet weſece, how hardly they were 
brought to depart from thence, Yea, 
When 
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76 The Benefit of Affliction. 
Num: 14.344 When they wete in the way to {anear, 
Exod: 16.3- they would ofteti haue returned backe 
ed. againe into Egypt to their fle/h-pots, 

_ their fiſh, their cucumbers, their pepons, 
&c,-If rhey had lived in pteferment 
there,and enjoyed thefat of che Land; 

Gen: 45.18, 35 they did in Joſephs time,it would,no 
& 47.11, doubt,haue bin an hard matter to haus 
perſwaded them todepart:So it fareth 
With the moſt of vs: we are in this 
world, as in a Sea of miſeric;neuer out 
of one danger or other; yer ſuch is our 
folly, we loue ro be here ſtill, What 
would we do if weneuer had any thing 
to moleſt vs? Iris a lamentable thing 
to conſider, that our mindes ſhould be 
ſodazeled with the glittering ſhew of 
riches, A wmgny | honours, as they 
tannor look to heauen, that our hearts 
ſhould be ſo oppreſſed and weighed 
downe with.couctouſnes & ambition, 
that they cannor raiſe vp themſelues | 
vnto celeſtiall cogitations, and thar | 
our ſoules ſhould be ſo enfaared with 
the pleaſant inticements of the fleſh, 
that they ſecke for their felicitie vpon 
the carth. And therefore the pu "RS 
mercy to. preuent this euill, doth by _ \ 
daily 
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The benefit of Aſflittini. 


daily experience of miſeries , puit his 


children in minde ofthe vanity of all Cal inte Ul Þ 
carthly things , left they ſhould pro- cape 3, fel. Is 


miſe to themſelues a conſtant and con- 
cinuall peace in this world, hee (uffe- 
rech them many times to be diſquie- 
ted and moleſted with warres,with tu- 
mults, with robberies, and other iniu- 
ries : left they ſhould with too much 
greedineſle gape atter brittle & incon- 
{tant riches, or ſhould too mich reſt in 
thoſe which they doe pollefſe, God 
bringeth them to pouerty , ſomriumes 
by baniſhment , ſometimes by barren- 
nelle of the earth , ſomerimes by fire, 
ſometimes by one meanes , and ſome- 
times by another, leſtrhey ſhould take 
roo much delight in the comfortes of 
marriage, he eyther cauſeth them to 
be vexed with the ſhrewdnefle of their 
wiues , or humblech them with lewd 
children, or affliteth them with the 
Joſle and death of their children. And 
if it fall our that the Lord doe ſpare 
them in all theſe things : yet , leſt they 
ſhould cither ſwell with vaine-glorie; 
or reioyce with fooliſh confidence, he 
chaſteneth them with ſickneile and 
| E diſcaſes, 
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The benefit of Affliction. 
diſeaſes, that they may learne,how 

fraite and vnſtable all earthly things 

are, and may lift vp their eyes to hea- 

ucn, where that incorruptible crowne 

of glory is laid vp for them; And thus 

the Lord in his vnſpeakeable goodnes 

many times diminiſheth the health of 
our bodies, that we may more ear- 
neſtly deſire the ſaluatis of our ſoules, 
He taketh away the things ofthis life, 
that we may more carefully ſeeke after 
thethitigs of a better life. Sg that at- 
fictions are like to a great Wome at 
Sca, to make the godly wiſh to be in 
the hauen. As the waters of the deluge, 
the more they increaſed , the hi_ke: 
they bare vp the Arke : So the waters 
of tribulation, the greater they are,the 
higher they lift vp the ſouletowardes 
heauen : according to that ſpeech of 


2 Decewnd dem, Bernard, * By the Lords corretions 


we contemne carthly things; and loue 


| heauenly.And therefore; as ZexoÞ ha- 
d Diog. Laertt» [ 


Ks 1n Vita Lenve 


uing ſuffered ſhipwracke, became the 
Scholler of Cratcs ; and ſtudied Phils- 
ſophie , and after ſaid,it was an happy 
ſhipwracke that made him affe& ſuch ' 
excellent knowledge ; So may wee ſay 

much 


| The benefit of Affliction. 
much more truly; Ir was a blelled (ick- 
nes, a bleſſed pouerty, a bleſſed impri- 
ſonment &c. that cauſed vs [to looke 
towards the kingdome of heauen. 
Ninthly ; affliction doeth ſaue the 
children of God from hell & condem- 
nation. If God ſhould let vs alone, we 
would neuer reſt,till we run headlong 
to hell:as fooliſh childre,ifthey be nor 
hindered,will run, into the ditch. And 
therefore,it is the Lords mercy , to lay 
the rodde vpon our backs, that ſo we 
may bethinke our ſelues of the danger 
wherein wee ſtand, ahd may labour to 
preuent it. And this is that which 76 
faith, that the Lord opencth the eares of. 
men by correttions, that ſo he may keepe 
backe their ſoules fron the pit , and that 
there life ſhould not paſſe by the ſword. 
And the Apoſtle hatha ſaying to the 
ſame purpoſe, that when we are tndged, 
we are chaſtened of the Lord, becanſe we 
ſhould not be condemned with. the world. 
Whena mar; is deſperately about to 
caſt himſelfe into the fire;or ro drowne 


himſelfe in the water, canany do him 
* agreater benefit then to preuent him, 


and fauc his life ? So there cannot be a 
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The benefit of Affution. 
diſeaſes, that they may learne,how 
fraite and vnſtable all earthly things , 
are, and may lift vp their eyes to hea- 
uen, where that incorruptible crowne 
of glory is laid vp forthem; And thus 
the Lord in his vnſpeakeable goodnes 
many times diminiſheth the health of 
our bodies, that we may more ear- 
neſtly deſire the faluatis of our ſoules, 

He taketh away the things of this life, 
that we may more catefully ſeeke after 
Philip.1.23- thethitigs of a berter life. Sg that at- 
fictions are like to a great ſtorme ar 
Sea, to make the godly wiſh to be in 
che hauen. As the waters of the deluge; 
the more they increaſed , the hiakes 
they bare vp the Arke: So the waters 
of tribulation, the greater they are,the 
higher they Jift vp the ſouletowardes 
heauen : according to that ſpeech of 
2 De cend dem, Bernard, * By the Lords correQtions 
ſerm: 10, we contemne earthly things; and loue 
heauenly.And therefore, as ZexoÞ> ha= | 
uing ſuffered ſhipwracke, . became the © » 
Scholler of Crates ; and ſtudied Philo- 
ſophie , and after ſaid,it was an happy ' 
ſhipwracke that made him affe& ſuch ' 
excellent knowledge ; So may wee ſay 
auch 
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' Aagreater benefit then to preuent him, 


| The benefit of Affliction. 79 
much more truly; It was a bleſſed (ick- 
nes, a bleſſed pouerty, a bleſſed impri- 
ſonment &c. that cauſed vs ito looke 
towards the kingdome of heauen. 

Ninthly ; affliction doeth ſaue the 
children of God from hell & condem- 
nation. If God ſhould let vs alone, we 
would neuer reſt,till we run headlong 
to hell:as fooliſh childre,ifthey be nor 
hindered,will run into the ditch. And 
therefore,it is the Lords mercy , to lay 
the rodde vpon our backs, that ſo we 
may bethinke our ſelues of the danger 
wherein wee ſtand, atid may labour to 
preuent it. And this is that which 7b 

faith, that the Lord openeth the earesof  , _ F 
men by correftions, that ſo he may keepe PIN 
backe their ſoules from the pit , and that 
there life ſhould not paſſe by the ſword. 
And the Apoſtle hatha ſaying to the 
ſame purpoſe, that when we are tudged, 

we are chaſtened of the Lord, becauſe we 
ſhould not be condemned with. the world. 

When 4 man is deſperately about to 
caſt himſelfe into the fire,or ro drowne 
himſelfe in the water, canany do him 


1 Cor: 11. 32; 


and ſauc his life ? So there cannot be 4 
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The benefit of Afflittion. 
diſeaſes, that they may learne,how 
fraite and vnſtable all earthly things 
are, and may lift vp their eyes to hea- 
ucn, where that incorruptible crowne 
of glory is laid vp for them; And thus 
the Lord in his vnſpeakeable goodnes 
many times diminiſheth the health of 
our bodies, that we may more ear- 
neſtly deſire the faluatio of our ſoules, 
He taketh away the hors of this life, 
that we may more carefully ſeeke after 
thethitigs of a better life. Sg that at- 
fictions are like to a great ſtorme ar 
Seca, to makethe godly wiſh to be in 
che hauen, As the waters of the deluge; 
the more they increaſed ; ISL 
they bare vp the Arke: Sothe waters 
of tribulation, the greater they are,the 
higher they lift vp the ſouletowardes 
heauen : according to that ſpeech of 
Bernard, * By the Lords corre&ions 
we contemne earthly things; and loue 


| heauenly.And therefore, as ZexoÞ ha- 
uing ſuffered ſhipwracke,. became the - 


Scholler of Cratcs ; and ſtudied Philo- 
ſophie , and after ſaid,it was an happy 
ſhipyracke that made him affe& ſuch 
excellent knowledge ; So may wee ſay 

| much 


= 
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much more truly; It was a bleſſed (ick- 
nes, a bleſſed pouerty, a bleſſed impri- 
ſonment &c. that cauſed vs ito looke 
towards the kingdome of heauen. 
Ninthly ,; affliction doeth ſaue the 
children of God from hell & condem- 
nation. If God ſhould let vs alone, we 
would neuer reſt;till we run headlong 
to hell:as fooliſh childre,ifthey be nor 
hindered,will run into the ditch. And 
therefore,it is the Lords mercy , to lay 
the rodde vpon our backs, that ſo we 
may bethinke our ſelues of the danger 
wherein wee ſtand, ahd may labour to 
preuent it. And this is that which 7b 
faich, that the Lord openerh the eares of | Ken 
men by correttions, that-ſo he may keepe CITI 
backe their ſoules from the pit , and that 
there life ſhould not paſſe by the ſword. 
And the Apoſtle hatha ſaying to the 
ſame purpoſe, that when we are tudged, 
we are chaſtened of the Lord, becauſe we 
| ſhould not be condemned with. the world. 
When4 mari is deſperately about to 
caſt himſelfe into the fire,or to drowne 
F.-4 himſelfe in the water, canany do him 
ji © a greater benefit then to preuent him, 
and ſaue his life ? So there cannot be 4 
EET n+ oo Oreatcr 
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The benefit of Aflittion. 
greater benefit to vs,then when we are 

ready to drowne our ſelues in perditi- 

on by ourſinnes, that the Lord by his 

corretions ſhould ſtay vs, and hold 

E vs backe. 

i ' Laſt ofall, affliction doth fitte 
and prepare vs for the kingdome of 
| Heauen. As the Apoſtle ſaith of the 
| Theſſalonians . ry perſecutions and 
| tribulations which they ſuffered , they 
were counted worthy of the kingdome 
of God, 2.Thefſ, 1.5. As the parching 


| 
iS 
'4 hear ofthe Sun ripeneth the corne,and 


'f mak<cth it fitte to bee carryed into Te 
8 barn : ſo doth afflition ripen the god- 
FY - ly, thatthey may be meet to be gathe- 


'bÞ.. red into Gods barne. And this is done 
two waycs : Firſt , becauſe by afflifti- 
ons ( as wee haue heard) wee are pur- 
| þ ged and purified from our fins, which 

Wl | elſe would hinder vs from comming 

X Apoc: 21: 27, there. For zo wacleane thing ſhall enter 
7. ito Gods kingdome, As gold muſt 5rſt 

4 / Prou: 25: 4- be purified in thefire, before it be laid 
vp inthe kings treaſury : and as wheaf 
mult be cleanſed from the chafte , be- 
\} fore it be laid vp in the garner:ſo muſt 
\ | it be with vs. Aftliction 1s the fire that 
"muſt 
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muſt purge vs, to make vs veſſels of ho- 

nonr tor the houſe ofGod : and the 2 Tim: 2:21, 
fan that muſt clenſevs,to make ys pure 

wheat for his garner, In the building 

of Salomons temple, all the ſtones were _ 

hewen and fitted in the quarry, before * Kings: 6:7, 
they were brought thither : and Zhere 

was neither hammer, ©0r axe, nor any 

toole of yron heard in the temple, while it 

was ia building. Soin the kingdomeof 

heauen , which is the ſpiricuall houſe 

of God , all the lining ſtones thereof, 

muſt be hewen, and ſquared,and fitted 

by affliftions in .this life, Secondly, 

affliction prepareth vs for heauen , be- 

cauſe it 1s a meanes to worke holineſle 

invs; Without which no man ſhall ener 1, . ys 
ſee the Lord, as the Apoltle ſaith. We 
ſee then by all theſe gracious cffects 

& blelled fruits which affliction brin- 

geth with it, that Daxid had good 

cauſe to ſay, 1t is good for mee, that 1 

haxe beene afflicted. And therefore we 

may. conclude with Saint Angsſtine, | 

a The Lord fmiteth vs that hee may *©*"/f#0.2: 
heale vs, and killeth vs that wee may 

notdie from him. 

' This Doctrine ( that wee may make 7/7 1. 
F 3 ſome 


The benefit of Affliction. 
ſome vſe of it ) doth teach vs firſt of 
all, to labour to perſwade our ſelues 
| of this great and excellent good that 
or affliction bringeth with it , that ſo we 
may count it exceeding toy when we fall 
znto it, I confeſle 1t {cemeth other- 
wiſe to fleſh and bloud. For, as the A- 
| poſtle {aith truely , no chaſtiſing for "the 
"!! preſent ſeemeth to be toyous , but grie- 
| #ous. As children are loath to feele the 
{mart of therodde, nay , they can not 
indureto heare of it ; ſo 1s our corrupt 


James: 1.2. 


f Heb: 12-11, 


: any correction. It is death to vs to hear 
Pial: 73. I4- that we muſt be puniſhed &: chaſtened e- 
and 10.5, ery mornizg : and that we mult be fed 
with the bread of tears, & hane tears to 
arinke in great meaſure, Itis a weari- 
ſome thing to be alwayes {icke & lan- 
and1o7.18, 

. ' .- - manner of meat : to becontinually full 

of cramps and aches & pains, ſo as nei- 
ther a mans couch can relieue him , nor 
his bed bring comfort untohim, as Iob 
Tob: 7. 13. faith. But when he /ayeth him downe, he 
faith, whe: ſhall I riſe, and the night bee 
gone? and, hes fullwith toſſing to and 
fro wnto the dawning of the day, bt c 
| like 


guſhing , . ſo as the ſoule abhorreth all 


nature loath and vawilling to taſte of 


_ 
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like may beſaid of all other afflitions, 
they are as vnſauoury to the fleſh, as 
the white of an egge without (alt, And 1g), 6,6, 
therefore qur. Saxronr (rift himſclfe, 
as he was man, and ſo partaker of our Heb,z,14. 
infirmities, felt in his fleſh a loathneſle 
to haue taſted of that bitter cup of his 
Paſhon, his ſoule was heanie vnto the Mah, 26, ;8, 
death, andtherefore hee beſought his 39. 
Father, that if *t were poſſible it might 
paſſe from him : *which ſpecch ,AS Ber. 
ard noteth, ſeemeth to be the ſpeech 
of the fleſh, & not of the ſpirir, becauſe 
he addeth a little after, the ſpirit 5 wil- 
ling, but the fleſhis weake, But we muſt 
not meaſure affliftions by the preſenr 
ſmart we feelein them, but by the be- 
nefit that followes after them. For, as 
we haue heard,theugh the fenſe of che 
preſent grieſe bee bicter, yet the fruit 
that commerh after 15 moſt ſweer and 
leaſant, Aﬀi&tionis to the ſoule, as 
Phyſickto the body, But as commonly, 
that Phyſcke which is moſt wholſome, 
15 withall moſt vnatoorchſome : ſo char 
afflition, which is moſt profitable, 1s 
for the moſt part moſtdiſtaſteful. As the p1;, 1 24. 
plant which they call C hriſt's thorne, 1s cap.1 4+ 
GR Ie, © F 4 CXtreme 
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The benefit of Affliction. 
extreme bitter both in the root and 1n 
theleaues,&in the branches: but yer is 
very medicinable (for the iuyce of the 
root cleareth the eyes, the ſeed brin- 
geth downe the after-birth, &c.) 50 
affliction, though it been it ſelte moſt 
bitter and vnſauoury,yet the Lord,our 
moſt skilfull Phyſician , maketh moſt 
ſoueraigne medicines thereof, to heale 
the infirmities of his children, whereby 
it becommeth more profitabletothem 
than (by reaſon of their corruption) 
proſperity could euer be. | For as dead 
flcſh, if it be kept in {weet water, wall 


corrupt and: be full of wormes : bur if 


it be kept in ſalt brine, it will bee pre- 
ſerued long, and become wholeſome 
meat for , viſe of man : fo the chil- 
dren of God, if they abound with pro- 
ſperity, are ealily corrupred;but being 
exerciſed by the crofle, they are pre- 
ſcrued from the infe&tion of lin. 
Secondly, it teacheth ys to endeuor 


by alf meanes, to profit by the affliti- - 


ons that God layeth vpon vs, that ſo 
we may haue experience of this good, 
which they bring with them: that ſee- 
ing God intendeth them for our be- 
neſt, 
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nefit, ſo wee may not by our owne 


- ſtubbornneſle and vntowardnes, per- 


uert them to our hurt. Ir is as Oric- 


uous a {in as wee can commit, to har- 


den our hearts when Gods hand is vp- 
on vs. As the Lord complained of the 


Jewes 5 I hane ſmitten your children in Terem.2.30, 


waine, they hane receined no correttion. 


And 1n another place, O Lord (faith and 5.3. 


the Prophet) Thox haſt ſtricken them, 
and they hane not ſorrewed : thou haſt 
couſumed them, but they haue refuſed to 
receine correttion : they haue made their 
faces harder thana ſtone, and hauec refi- 


ſed to returne, Ando it is ſaid of A-, Chro.a$.22. 


haz, that in the time of his triÞulation, 
hee did treſpaſſe more againſt the Lord. 
Let vs. therefore bleſſe our ſclues from 
chis height of in1quity,and let vs pray 
to God, to ſanQihe all our corrections 
and chafſtizements vnto vs, that wee 
may bee bertered and reformed by 
them : So ſhall they be infallible argu- 
ments of his fatherly loue towards vs : 
otherwiſe they will be fearctull tokens 


of his wrath, and certaine pledges ot 


our condemnation, 
Thirdly, ir reacheth vs to bee pati- 
Cnc 
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ent vnder the Crofle : For,as the Apo- 


{Ue faith, If we hane had the fathers of 


onr bodies which corretFed yi, wee gaue 
them renerence : ſhould we not much ra- 
ther bee in ſubtettion unto the Father of 
Spirits, that wee may line ? eſpecially 
conſidering that it i5s{o much for our 
good. A man that is ſicke of a bur- 
ning feuer , willingly ſufferech him- 
{elfe to be let bloud, becauſe he know- 
eth it is a mcanes to abate the vio- 
lence of this diſeaſe, A man thar is pai- 
ned with the ſtone, patiently yeeldeth 
himſelfe to be cut and tortured by the 
Phyſician, becauſe hee knoweth it is a 
mens to preſerue his life. A man that 


is wounded, meckly ſuffercth the Swr- 


geonto launch and ſearch his wound 
to the bottome, and with ſharpe cora- 
ſiues to ear out the {eſtered core of 
che vicer, becauſe he knoweth he can- 
not otherwiſe be cured. Shallall theſe 
endure, and that with admirable pati- 
ence, ſo much torment for the good of 
their bodies, and ſhall not wee much 
more be willing, to ſuffer Gods ſhar- 
pelt corre&ions for the benefit of our 
ſoules ? eſpecially , ſeeing our owne 
| Ginnes 
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; ſinnes haue deſerued the greateſt 
pang that GOD can m- 
i&, As the Prophet faith, I will beare 
the wrath of the Lord, becauſe 1 haue 
ſinned againſt him. And therefore, let 
{ vslearne meckely and obediently, to 
| ſubmit our ſelues rathe will of God, 
in this caſe. And, as he ſendeth affli- 
ons with a right hand, let vs not 
take them with a left, An old Courtier 
that had' ſerued Caligula,  Clandings, 
and Nero, three cruell Tyrants, Em- 
17 ae of Rome, being demanded, 
ow heecould eſcape the dangers of 
thoſe times, wherein ſo many worthy 
Citizens were put to death. Hee an- 
ſwered:Euen by taking benefits rhank- 
fully, and by puttin i dans wan pati- 
ently, If hee could tor his owne fate- 
ty ſubdue his minde, to beare with 
patience the open 'iniuries of ſuch 
monſtrous Tyrants : how much more 
ſhould wee ſubmir our ſ{elues , with 
all meekneſle;'to bearethe louing COr- 
i re&tionsof our moſt merc1full Father ? 
+1 +; And howſocuer it may ſecme, that 
| _ Godlaycth heauier and forer affliti- 
ons vpon Vs, than vpon many others : 


yet 
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The benefit of Affliction. 
yet we muſtconſider,that he knowerh 
the corruption and hardnelle of our 
hearts to be ſuch as could not be ſub- 
dued with lighter correftions, * An 
hard knot,as the prouerb 1s,muſt haue 
an hard wedge, ThePhyſition maketh 
his potions milder or ſtronger, as the 
qualitie of the ſicknetfle doth require. 
In like manner the Lord tempereth 
his corre&ions according to our diſ- 
polition : if he ſee vs traftable,he dea- 
ſeth more.,gently with vs : if we be 
vatamed and rebellious, helaycth ic 
on,and maketh vs feele the ſmart.Nei- 
ther will he cuer. ceaſe to follow vs 


with one calamitie after an other, till. 


he haue brought vsto our knees, and 
cauſed vs to humble our {clues fuffici- 
ently vader his hand, 

That I may learne thy ſtatutes.) Here 
the Prophet doth particularly declare 
that which before hee had generally 
propounded. Where by learning hee 
doth not vnderſtand that contempla- 
tiue and ſpeculatiue learnmg which 
ſwimmeth in the braine, and 1s gotten 
by hearing and reading. of the word 
of God : but that particular learning, 

; which 
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- Which is gotten by experience. - In a 
word, his meaning is this, that hee 
felt the truth and comfort of the word, 
more powerfull and effeQuall in his 
afflictions , than at any time before, 
and that made him more carefull to 
liue godly,when the crofle was remo- 
ued,and the trouble gone. From hence 
we learne, that the godly doe feele 
the- fruit of their afflitions, and are 
made better by them, when they are 
paſt and gone, They are not onely 
good for the preſent, while they feele 
the ſmart ; for ſo an hypocrite may 
ſeeme to be: but the benefit of their 
afflictios remaineth with them all the 
dayes of their liues. A proofe hereof 
we haue in the example of Manaſſeh, 
who did not onely humble himſelfe 
greatly before theLord, as we haue 


heard before,when he was in tribulation, 2 Chron: 34. 


But when God was intreated of him,and 
heard his prayer, & brought him againe 
to Ternſalem unto his they mh then he 
reformed himſelfe from his wicked 
courſes, and reſtored the true worſhip 
ofGod, He tooke away the ſtrange gods, 
and the Image out of the houſe of the 
| | Lord, 


a _— . 
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Lord, and all the Altars which himſelfe 
had built before,and caſt themont of the 


Citie, And he prepared the Altar of the 


2 Chr: 33+ 16. Lord; and offered ſacrifice thereon, aud 


commauutided . Imdah to ſerue the Lord 
God of Iſrael, The like weſce in that 
good king Hezekiah, who was not on- 
ly religiouſly and deuourly afte&ed in 
the time of licknelle,when he was paſt 
hope of life (for there is notieſo wret- 
ched,but will make a ſhew of holinefle 
then) butwhen he was reconered of his 
fickneshe niade a holy Song of thanks- 
giuing, Whetiil he profeſleth the care, 
that he would haue of Gods ſeruice 
for the time to come: So that we ſee, 
the fruit of aflition endureth for ever 
vnto the children of God :- otherwiſe 
they neuer made true vic of it,they ne- 
uer reaped any profit by it. But will 
not ſtand any longer in the proſecu- 
ting of this point, SETS 
Ir ſcrueth forthe iuſt reproofe of all 
thoſe that makea ſhew to be ſomeiyhat 
good, in the time of trouble, but 
when it is gone, they arc as bad as 
euer they were. So long as they feele 
the hand of God vpon them, they, 
a. pronuſe 


promiſe great reformation , but all js 
but hypocrilie, For they are no- ſoo- 
ner enlarged; but they returne ynto 
their former courſes with as much 


greedinelle, as cuer did the dog to his 4 Pet: 2.23, 


vomit, And herein they are like chil- 
dren, who while the rod is on their 
backs,promiſe great matters ghat they 
willneuer dothelike againe : but chey 
remember that promiſe no longer 
than they fcele the ſmart of the rod. 
And this wee ſce in the example of 
Pharaoh, who ſo long as the plague 
was heauy vpon him & his land,made 
no ſmall ſhew of repentance, and pro- 
miſed, that if Moſes and Aaron would 
pray for him, that the plague might 
be remoued , hee would /et the peo- 
ple goe, they ſhould tarry no longer. Ex- 
ods 9.27, 28: and I10.16,17, Butas 
ſoone as euer God had ſpared him ar 
their intreatie, he 'was fo farre from 
performing his promiſe, as his heart 
was more hardened, than euer it was 
before. Iron, whileſt ft is in the fire,is 
ſoft and pliable, and may be wroughe 
into any forme: but if it be taken 
from the fircalicle, it ſtrairyay _ 
nct 
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neth to his former hardneſſe, In lit 
manner, many men, while they are in, 4 
thefiurnace of affliftion;ſecme to hauc 
foft and melting hearts, and make 
grearſhew of remorſe for their linnes ; 
bur afrerwards, their hearts Become as 
hard as the Adamant. And thus men 
doc vic their repentance like an olde 
garment z they caſt itabout them in a 
ikorme or a ſhewer : but affoone as it 
15 faire weather, they lay itby againe. 
Bur let vs be caretull ro make ſuch an 
holy and fanftified yſe of our afflici- 
ons, when they be vpor. vs, that we 
may be the. betrer for them all our life 
after, This poinc 15 necetlarie to be 
inlarged,but I haue handled' ir 
* elſe-where; and thereforc 
I willinhſt ngdonger © / 
vpon it af this. 
time, 
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